
PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104th

701-235-5757
www.stsaaj.org
stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm
 (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)
Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)
Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),
 11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:
   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:
   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at
Catholic Development Foundation: 
   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

August 23, 2026  |  Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God‌

Mass Schedule

 
Reconciliation Times
Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:20 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm
(NEW) Sunday: 6:30 - 6:50 pm
Available by appointment. 

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor
     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

STAFF
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Pastoral Staff

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach
     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music
     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org
Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family
     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Ministry Staff

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month
     Ryan Modahl
Finance Council: Meets third Wednesday of each quarter
     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director
Knights of Columbus:
     Dave Kerzman, 11930gk@gmail.com 
Holy Cross Cemetery:
     John Clark, jcmaclark34@gmail.com
     Don Schott, dps1959@hotmail.com
St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:
     Jim Breen
Parish Nurse Coordinators: 
     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com
     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule
a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. The next preparation class is offered
Sunday, September 13 at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if
you need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our
parish, please contact Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about weddings
and receptions at Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one needing anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For
emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on
weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,
please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ted LeMier to
arrange Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am
Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue
Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal intention you would like others to remember in their
prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift up
your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the
office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to
Catholicism? Then OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
program is the Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each
August and February. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You
can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new Wi-Fi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download
the ListenWifi App, connect to the ListenWifi network, and our feed will populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for
updates related to offered Masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or
www.stsaaj.org/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist
     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship
     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager
     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org
Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator
     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 
     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org
Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 
     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Pat Breen
     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Fr. Kyle Metzger
     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz
     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Fr. William Slattery
     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis
     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

Fr. Robert Keller, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 235-5757 | robert.keller@fargodiocese.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


STEWARDSHIP

$23,653.00
$6,349.78
$2,563.85

$32,566.63

 August 16, 2026 Contributions
Envelopes
Online Giving
Plate
Total Offertory

LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: August 29-30

WELCOME  IMHOLTE  FAMILY

MASS INTENTIONS
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

† Victor Meier
† Paul Beyer
Trexie Marie Arugay
Leo Lauinger
Marie Joy Arugay
† Fr. Paul Ruge
Kim Hodenfield
† Fr. Armand Brooks
† Fr. Al Bitz
† Gerald Davies
Russ Matter
Gwendoline Glogoza
Laterese Restad
Parishioners
† Jim Savageau
† Deceased members of the
Hoedl-Madick family

Mon:

Tues:

Wed:

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

Hello! My name is Thomas Imholte and am very excited
to be serving my first year as a FOCUS Parish Missionary
here at Sts. Anne and Joachim! 

Before coming to the parish, I served as a Campus
Missionary with FOCUS at Black Hills State University in
South Dakota for two years and at the University of
Vienna in Austria for one year. Prior to joining FOCUS, I
worked for four years as a CPA at a public accounting
firm in Minneapolis. I am originally from St. Cloud, MN,
and my wife, Savannah, and I have been happily married
for nearly seven years. We are blessed with two children,
with a third on the way!
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As missionaries, our greatest desire is to lead people to Christ. Our lives have been
transformed by Jesus, and we want nothing more than to share that joy with others and
introduce them to the life-changing message of  the Gospel. I will be leading a six-week men's
Bible study called “The Crux” from 6:00–7:00 a.m. on Thursdays, beginning September 3, in
the Ave Maria Room. I invite all men, no matter where they are in their faith journey, to come
encounter Jesus Christ and His Gospel
within the context of  His Church.

Please come say hello to me or my
wife after Mass. I look forward to
getting to know you and becoming
more involved in our
parish community!

God bless,
Thomas



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

Wine and the Word
September 22  at Bear Creek Winerynd

Join us at Bear Creek Winery for a fun
evening focused on connection,
fellowships, and time together with your
significant other!

Parish Mission ft. Jackie and Bobby Angel
October 18-19 at Sts. Anne & Joachim
Jackie and Bobby Angel are coming to us
as national speakers, authors, and
homeschooling parents. They will be
joining us for two evenings of inspiring
and relatable talks so mark your calendar!

Shane and Brittany Carlson family
Katelyn Chromy

Cesar and Johanna Fe Cobarruvias family
Sam and Lizze Corwin

Teagan Coyer
John and Elizabeth Gerulli family
Gabriel and Mary Grimsley family

Isabelle Henley
Hilary Johnson family

Paulette Kraiter
James LaPlante
Renae Luecke
Amelia May

Shane Miranowski
Vanessa Ratke
Callie Ressler

David and Britanie Rubio family
Abigail Smith

Austin and Katie Vetter family
Benjamin and Cecilia Yelle

Andrew and Ashley Younker family

WELCOME NEW
PARISHIONERS!

PARISH CATECHESIS

Please pray for our ill parishioners:
Ben Andersen
Linda Beare
Marilyn Birkholz
Nicholas Braun
Rachel Briggs
Faye Cooch
Brandi DesMarais
Paul Dietz
Marlene Dukart
Michael Dullea
Marilyn Gilbertson
Joe Johnson
Susan F Johnson
Michael Knight

Sharon Lange
Deb Liebel
Marjorie Mathison
Chad Mears
Mary Mears
Boden Meier
Pat Meier
Samantha N.
Eugene Nyhof 
Michael Pirmantgen
Mary Kate Rafferty
Donna Sinner
Carol Ann Stadstad
Mary Wangler
Mason Winkelman

My name is Peter O’Donnell and I am the Director of  Marriage
and Family here at the parish. Below is a listing of  upcoming
Marriage Ministry events.  I am confident that we have
something for you that will help you, your spouse, and
your family grow in holiness together. Check them out!

If you would like your name added or removed,
please call the parish office.

MARRIAGE MINISTRY UPCOMING EVENTS
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PARISH CALENDAR
Monday, August 24

Vespers (Evening Prayer) 5:15 pm Magnificat Chapel

Friday, August 28
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet
Vespers (Evening Prayer)

12:45 pm
5:15 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Magnificat Chapel

Wednesday, August 26
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Music, Mass & Me Bible Study

5:15 pm
7:00 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Breakfast Nook

Thursday, August 27
Vespers (Evening Prayer) 5:15 pm Magnificat Chapel

Tuesday, August 25
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Confessions

5:15 pm
6:30 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Main Church

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
Oct 10-11  in Alexandria, MN & Nov. 6-8 in Medora, NDth

A weekend focused on your marriage: The Marriage Encounter experience helps you
listen, share, and connect more deeply. There’s no group discussion. It’s just about
the two of you learning to be the best, most loving and thriving couple you can be.
Check wwme.org for details and registration.

Navigating US, marriage retreat
Nov. 20-22  at Sts. Anne & Joachimnd

Join us for Navigating US, a fun and highly interactive relationship program designed to help
couples build deeper connection, stronger communication, and practical skills that last a
lifetime. Whether your marriage is thriving or you simply feel stuck in old patterns, Navigating
US gives you tools you can use immediately to create a happier, healthier relationship.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holy Matrimony
Congratulations to our recently married!

Jordan & Alexis McCollum
August 14, 2026

Grant & Emily Cottingham
August 15, 2026

 

McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER
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Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

Pairing Music for Liturgy

Pairing hymns and chants together in
the liturgy is one of  the many wrinkles
of  being a church musician that I
enjoy. The idea, in principle, is that we
take the text of  one of  the chants
(Entrance, Offertory, or Communion)
and pair that with a hymn that shares a
similar theme.

The Communion chant was based on
Psalm 104: “The earth is replete with the
fruits of  your work, O Lord; you bring forth
bread from the earth and wine to cheer the
heart.” Clearly, the theme of  creation
can be seen, and in a special way, the
emphasis of  the ‘bread and wine’ that
are of  course indicative of  the
Eucharist that we receive at
communion time as well. To pair with
this antiphon, I selected “For the
Beauty of  the Earth.” This is a general
hymn of  praise and thanksgiving for
the beauty of  God’s creation. The
pairing of  this hymn with the
antiphon, especially since we sing the
antiphon here in our parish, makes for
a nice commentary to develop from
antiphon to hymn: We begin with the
antiphon and make a statement, or an
assertion, based in scripture, which
proclaims something God has done.
After that, we respond to this
assertion by singing a hymn to God
and giving Him thanks for what he has
done! This is not always the way it
works, but as often as I can, I try to
make sure that the thematic union of
texts between hymns and chants builds
both up to be a prayerful and
intentional curation of  music to best
benefit our devotion and worship
during Mass.

https://stsaaj.org/nmo


BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip SalesSCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everydayshopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cardsmake great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. Proceeds from thesales benefit Sts. A & J students and JPII Catholic Schools. Cards can still bepurchased at Hurley’s Religious Goods, Monday through Friday, 9am-5pmand Saturday’s 9am-1pm, except they are closed on Saturday’s fromMemorial Day weekend to Labor Day weekend.
Enroll at St. JPII SchoolsContact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.orgwww.jp2schools.org/admissions/

 Open PositionsAdministrative Assistant - Sacred Heart MiddleSubstitute Teachers - All LocationsLittle Deacons Substitutes – Holy Spirit Elementary SchoolHot Lunch Assistant Cook - Trinity ElementaryAfter School workers - Elementary SchoolsKindergarten Paraprofessional - Holy Spirit Elementary SchoolTo apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 formore information. 

Catholic Formation Initiative this Fall!
Come away and learn more about your Faith! Discover Faith and Culture through
the Diocese of  Fargo’s new Catholic Formation Initiative, featuring comprehensive
five-hour classes this fall and spring. Coming this fall is the first class! 

The Human Person- The Foundation of  All Rights and Dignity
Course Instructor: Tim Mosser
Dates: September 18-19, 2026
Place: Maryvale Retreat Center, Valley City
Time: Friday at 7:00pm to 9:00pm & Saturday 9:00am to 1:00pm (lunch at 12pm)
Online Registration & Class Fee Structure: www.fargodiocese.org/cfi-classes

What is this class about?

A correct understanding of  the human person is essential for understanding
human rights and dignity. This class will simply and clearly address the uniqueness
of  each person created in the image and likeness of  God with infinite dignity and
desire but with limited power and freedom.

tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Dave Kerzman for more
information at 701-371-1804. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 


