
PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104th

701-235-5757
www.stsaaj.org
stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm
     (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)
Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)
Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),
               11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:
   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:
   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at
Catholic Development Foundation: 
   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

January 11, 2026  |  Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God‌

Mass Schedule

 Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:30 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm
Available by appointment. 

Reconciliation Times

Registration closes January 18

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist
     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor
     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Pat Breen
     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach
     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

STAFF

Fr. Kyle Metzger
     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz
     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month
     Ryan Modahl
Finance Council: Meets third Monday of each quarter
     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director
Knights of Columbus:
     Kyle Keller, 11930gk@gmail.com 
St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:
     Jim Breen
Parish Nurse Coordinators: 
     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com
     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com
     Please email or text when contacting the Parish Nurses. 

Fr. William Slattery
     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain
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Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship
     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music
     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org
Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family
     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager
     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org
Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator
     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Pastoral Staff

Ministry Staff

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 
     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm
Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule
a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. A preparation class is offered the first
Sunday of each month at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you
need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our
parish, please contact the Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about
weddings at Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one need anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For
emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on
weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,
please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ben Seitz to arrange
Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am
Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue
Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal Intention you would like others to remember in
their prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift
up your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the
office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to Catholicism? Then
OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program is the
Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each August and
January. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information on the January 2026
initiation session.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You
can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new wifi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download
the ListenWifi App, connect to the Listen Wifi network, and our feed should populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for
updates related to offered masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or
www.stsaaj.org/media/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 
     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis
     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10pm

8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

Cheryl Jones
+Sandra Lawler
+Paul Suda
+Marie Gefroh
+Clayton Drake
+Souls in Purgatory
+Norm Maynard
Caroline & John LaHood
Nichelle & Will Manchester
+Deceased Members of 
Hoedl-Madick Family
Brenna & Darrian LaRue
+Linda Hoselton
Renae Duppong
Parishioners
John & Winnie McNally
Liz Payne

Mon:

Tues:

Wed:

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

MASS INTENTIONS

THE GREATEST NEED RIGHT NOW

Envelopes
Online Giving
Plate
Solemnity of  Mary
Total Offertory

$51.552.00
$20,892.43
$3,165.90
$4,639.00

$80,249.33

 January 4, 2026 Contributions

STEWARDSHIP
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: January 17-18

              Alfred Schwalbe, Director of  Operations & Stewardship, here with 
                    a note describing what many parish leaders and staff  believe is the 
                       most pressing need of  our community. 

                        Sts. Anne & Joachim Parish has been around for 25 years and 
                      has welcomed countless Catholics and non-Catholics into our 
                   space.  The church has been there when families and friends come     
              together for the wedding of  two individuals before God; for the 
      solemn farewell and commendation of  deceased loved ones; the weekly 

ritual worship of  our God; and too many other occasions to list.  Over the years, we the laity
have answered the call to help others make our parish a special place - even a home.

Under the direction of  Fr. Luke Meyer, the Parish Leadership Team (composed of  staff  and
parishioners) has begun a major initiative to bolster our New Parishioner Engagement and
Welcome Experience.  This includes improving the process for new parishioners by revamping
the welcome folder, ministry introductions, open houses, and website, while also growing our
hospitality liturgical ministers, such as ushers and greeters. 

We in the parish office see a never-ending stream of  parish membership registrations that
outpace the families who leave.  What a great problem to have!  This parish founded as a “family
of  families” has more families who want to make our faith community their faith community.  We
believe that this is what our parish was created to do!

More information is forthcoming.  If  you would like to give of  your time and talents to
welcoming the next generation of  parishioners, stop by the Welcome Table after Mass or give
me a call at (701) 936-8822 to discuss what that could look like!



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

CATECHESIS IN THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH
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Ben Andersen
Linda Beare
Marilyn Birkholz
Nicholas Braun
Rachel Briggs
Faye Cooch
Brandi DesMarais
Paul Dietz
Michael Dullea
Marilyn Gilbertson
Joe Johnson
Jessica Kerzman
Michael Knight

Please pray for our ill parishioners:
Sharon Lange
Marjorie Mathison
Chad Mears
Mary Mears
Pat Meier
Samantha N.
Eugene Nyhof 
Michael Pirmantgen
Mary Kate Rafferty
Donna Sinner
Carol Ann Stadstad
Emilee Stafford
Mary Wangler
Mason Winkelman

If you would like your name added or removed,
please call the parish office.

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

THIS WEEK

Monday, January 12
Walking with Purpose, Coffee Connect7:30 am                          Magnificat Chapel       

Tuesday, January 13
Finding Flannery Book Event
KoC’s Council Meeting
Communio Core Team Meeting

7:00 pm                          Social Hall
7:00 pm                          St. Michael Room
7:00 pm                          St. Joseph Room

Thursday, January 15
Friday, January 16

Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 12:45 pm                       Magnificat Chapel       

after Masses                    Social Hall 
4:00 pm                          Main Church

Sunday, January 11
Coffee and Rolls
Benton Schmidt Organ Recital

Sacrament of Reconciliation

after Masses                    Social Hall
Sunday, January 18

KoC’s Breakfast

Wednesday, January 14
First Reconciliations 6:30 pm                          Main Church

Saturday, January 17

The second-grade children of  our parish have
been diligently preparing and will soon
receive a beautiful gift: the Father’s mercy
through their First Confession. For many of
us, confession as children may have felt scary
—motivated more by fear of  punishment
than by love. But it doesn’t have to be that
way for our children today.
Here are a few simple ways to foster a
positive relationship with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and help reframe our image of
God from one of  fear to one of  deep love
and mercy:

Read and reflect on Scripture
together. Spend time with passages that
reveal the heart of  the Father, especially
the parables of  the Good Shepherd and
the Lost Sheep.
Live forgiveness daily. Model saying
“I’m sorry” and “I forgive you,” seek
reconciliation within your family, and
practice a simple daily or weekly family
examen.
Go as a family. Choose a regular time—
perhaps once a month—to attend
confession together, and end with a small
celebration (ice cream comes to mind) to
rejoice in the Lord’s mercy.

These small practices help children encounter
confession as a place of  healing, love, and joy.

MARRIAGE & FAMILY MINISTRY

 

One event coming up starting January 31st is Pizza and Parenting. This monthly event focuses
on family life. Each session focuses on a different independent topic such as “Parenting as a Path
to Holiness”, “Preparing Your Child (And Yourself!) For Adolescence”, “The Spiritual Life of
Children” or “Toddlers and Tantrums”. 

Marriage and parenting is hard work, and many couples feel stressed and isolated by the
challenge. Wouldn't it be great to have a simple way to invite and connect these couples with
others in the same boat, to build support and community?

We have a plan on just how to do that. 

An engaging short video (put on by the Messy Family Project) will begin each session that
provides background and insight into the sessions theme. Following this, you and your spouse will
have time to discuss the topic in private using a tailored worksheet. To conclude, couples can feel
free to share their experiences with the group on the topic of  the day as they feel comfortable, or
just listen in. Discussion is lead by a moderator.

We will provide childcare while you and your spouse are taking part in this event from 10am
-11:30am. The children will then all be welcomed back for everyone to enjoy free pizza to cap off
the event until noon. If  you have kids at home, this event is for you!

I am looking forward to seeing you there! Please RSVP by going to stsaaj.org/mnhf
or by using your phone to scan the QR code in the bulletin ad.

My name is Peter O’Donnell and I am the Director of  Marriage
and Family here at the parish. Myself  and the Marriage Ministry
Core Team have some great marriage and family themed events
planned for this year. Whether you are newly married, have young
kids at home, or have been married decades I am confident that
we have something for you that will help you, your spouse, and
your family grow in holiness together.
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER
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Wait... is it still Christmas?

Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

Arts & Environment: Christmas Decorations
On Saturday January 17  at 9:30am,
volunteers are needed to lend a hand in
taking down the Christmas decorations.
Thanks in advance!

th

Today’s feast falls into a little bit of  confusion
as the transition in our liturgical year from
Christmas into Ordinary Time is defined by
today’s celebration. The Ordo says that “after
the Feast of  the Baptism of  the Lord,
Ordinary Time begins.” Today is still decidedly
within the Christmas season! At the same time,
we fast forward from last week’s Epiphany
celebration where the Magi journeyed from
the east to bring gifts to the child Jesus, and
jump to 30 years later in today’s Gospel
passage where Jesus is baptized in the river
Jordan by his cousin, John.

How do we bridge this gap? Though it might
be strange to sing “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
or “Silent Night” based on the scripture
present in today’s liturgy, it isn’t out of  the
question to sing some more carols today! (If
you were at the 9:15 Mass with the choir, you
heard a couple!) Source & Summit has really
smart people putting together their materials,
and our opening hymn today was tailor-made
for this liturgy: “When Jesus Comes to be
Baptized.” This is one of  the office hymns for
the Baptism of  the Lord, and it presents the
substance of  today’s liturgy beautifully. We
also sang one of  my favorite Christmas hymns,
“Of  the Father’s Love Begotten,” which we
sang on Christmas day as well as today! The
lyrics highlight the nature of  Jesus as the Son
of  God, which is precisely what is revealed in
today’s Gospel. With that, we’ll transition back
to Ordinary Time and keep reflecting on the
nature of  Christ and all the mysteries of  his
ministry on earth. Merry Christmas once
more!

Holy Baptism
Congratulations to our recently baptized!

Aspen Margaret Williams
Daughter of Hunter and Baleigh

January 4, 2026



BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip SalesSCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everydayshopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cardsmake great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. Proceeds from the sales benefit Sts. A&J students and JPII Catholic Schools.

To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 formore information. 

Teaching Open PositionsSubstitute Teachers - All LocationsLittle Deacons Substitutes – Holy Spirit Elementary School

Enroll at St. JPII SchoolsContact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.orgwww.jp2schools.org/admissions/

UPC Codes for JPII SchoolsPlease save the UPC codes from "OUR FAMILY" products from FamilyFare and drop them off in the white box located on the JPII CatholicSchools Wall

Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation Fundraiser
With a mission to deliver life, peace, and hope in the Holy Land, the
Holy Family Hospital of  Bethlehem Foundation--a primary work of
the Order of  Malta, a lay religious order of  the Catholic Church--
exists to support the inspiring work of  Holy Family Hospital of
Bethlehem.
Located just 1,500 steps from the birthplace of  Christ, this Catholic
teaching hospital is a state-of-the-art maternity and neonatal critical
care center serving women, infants, and children throughout the
Holy Land. The Hospital stands as a beacon of  hope for poor and
at-risk families in the Bethlehem region, nearby desert villages, and
refugee camps. The Hospital and its mobile clinic provide quality
medical care to all, regardless of  religion, ethnicity, or ability to pay.
No one is ever turned away.
Please visit birthplaceofhope.org/donate/ to learn more and
contribute to this charitable work.

Administrative Open PositionsExecutive Administrative Assistant, President’s Office (1.0 FTE)Candidate will provide a wide variety of complex and confidential supportincluding communicating information on behalf of and as acting as a liaisonfor assigned Administrators with JPII Schools, staff and families, Board ofDirectors, and other internal groups. Confidentiality, professionalism, andefficient and effective organizational skills are essential. Deadline forapplying: Open Until Filled.

Catholic Daughters Meeting
Court St. Ann #261 of  the Catholic Daughters of  the Americas will
meet Tuesday, January 13th at St. Anthony's beginning with the Mass
at 5:15 PM, meal to follow, and meeting at 6:30 PM.  Members are
invited to bring non-perishable food item donations.  If  interested in
CDA, please join us at our meeting. Any questions, please send an
email to crazynananacy@gmail.com or call Nancy at 701-388-1115.

https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org
mailto:crazynananacy@gmail.com


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Kyle Keller for
more information at 701-373-1008. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 


