
PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104th

701-235-5757
www.stsaaj.org
stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm
     (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)
Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)
Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),
               11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:
   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:
   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at
Catholic Development Foundation: 
   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

December 7, 2025  |  Second Sunday of Advent

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God‌

Mass Schedule

 Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:30 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm
Available by appointment. 

Reconciliation Times

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist
     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor
     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Michael Dodge
     michael.dodge@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Pat Breen
     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach
     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

STAFF

Fr. Kyle Metzger
     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz
     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month
     Ryan Modahl
Finance Council: Meets third Monday of each quarter
     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director
Knights of Columbus:
     Kyle Keller, 11930gk@gmail.com 
St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:
     Jim Breen
Parish Nurse Coordinators: 
     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com
     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com
     Please email or text when contacting the Parish Nurses. 

Fr. William Slattery
     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain
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Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship
     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music
     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org

Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family
     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager
     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org
Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator
     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Clergy

Ministry Staff

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 
     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm
Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule
a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. A preparation class is offered the first
Sunday of each month at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you
need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our
parish, please contact the Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about
weddings at Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one need anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For
emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on
weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,
please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ben Seitz to arrange
Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am
Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue
Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal Intention you would like others to remember in
their prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift
up your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the
office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to Catholicism? Then
OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program is the
Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each August and
January. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information on the January 2026
initiation session.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You
can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new wifi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download
the ListenWifi App, connect to the Listen Wifi network, and our feed should populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for
updates related to offered masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or
www.stsaaj.org/media/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 
     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis
     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


7:00 am
12:10 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
10:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
8:30 am
5:00pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

Remar & Antonia Guevarra
+Clayton Drake
Nick & Dani Anthony family
+Martin & Alice Bloms
+Souls in Purgatory
+City of Fargo
Cory & Sarah German
+Rory Strachota
+Pete Welk
+Ben Ziegler
+Norm Maynard
+Marie Lauer
Marilyn Stine
+Fr. Duaine Cote
Gretchen Noah
Andrew Spooner
Parishioners
Doreen Kennelly

Mon:

Tues:

Wed:
(Elim)

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

MASS INTENTIONS

Envelopes
Online Giving
Plate
Thanksgiving
Total Offertory

$14,857.00
$8,151.47
$1,870.25

$865.00
$25,743.72

 November 30, 2025 Contributions

STEWARDSHIP
Liturgical
Ministry
Schedule

 Ministry volunteers are needed for the
December 8 Immaculate Conception Holy

Day. Please volunteer today! 
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: December 13-14

PANCAKE BREAKFAST RESULTS

SACRISTANS NEEDED!
One of  the most rewarding ministries in our parish is being a Sacristan. Sacristans prepare the
sanctuary prior to Mass and coordinate all those who serve during Mass as Proclaimers, EMHCs,
Ushers, and Greeters.

It is a great way to learn more about the workings of  the Mass and to meet many of  those who
serve in our parish. We need extra Sacristans for all of  the Masses during the weekend.
This is a great ministry for couples to work together.

Is this something God may be calling you too? Sacristan Training will be held on Sunday,
December 14 at 4:00 PM in the Main Church. To register contact Deacon Ben at
ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org.



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

CATECHESIS IN THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH
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Ben Andersen
Linda Beare
Marilyn Birkholz
Nicholas Braun
Rachel Briggs
Faye Cooch
Brandi DesMarais
Paul Dietz
Michael Dullea
Marilyn Gilbertson
Joe Johnson
Jessica Kerzman
Michael Knight

 

Please pray for our ill parishioners:

Sharon Lange
Marjorie Mathison
Chad Mears
Mary Mears
Pat Meier
Samantha N.
Michael Pirmantgen
Mary Kate Rafferty
Donna Sinner
Carol Ann Stadstad
Mary Wangler
Mason Winkelman
Eugene Nyhof 

If you would like your name added or removed,
please call the parish office.

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
 Advent Music

THIS WEEK

Thursday, December 11

Monday, December 8

Tuesday, December 9

Wednesday, December 10

Saturday, December 13

Sunday, December 7

Friday, December 12

We know by reading McChoir’s Music Corner
that sacred music is “a treasure of  inestimable
value” (Sacrosactum Concilium). During Advent,
this treasure can help prepare our hearts and the
hearts of  children for the coming of  Christ at
Christmas.
Consider adding Advent hymns into your daily
rhythms and prayers, here are a few suggestions:
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
O Come Divine Messiah
Creator of  the Stars of  Night

A beautiful family devotion is the singing of  or
recitation of  the Marian antiphon for the
season, the Alma Redemptoris Mater.

Prayer through sacred music can turn your
home into a space where children and adults
can rest in the promise of  the Incarnation!

Coffee and Rolls
MACH 1 Bake Sale
Baptism Class

after Masses                     Social Hall
after Masses                     Gathering Space 
1:00pm                            Christ the King

Advent Reconciliation Service 6:30-8pm                         Main Church        

Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet 12:45pm                         Magnificat Chapel

Sunday, December 14
After Masses                  Social Hall
11:00am                         Main Church
4:00pm                          Main Church

Parish Office is Closed
Immaculate Conception Masses 7:00a, 12:10p, 5:30p         Main Church

Knights of  Columbus Breakfast
UMary Cappella Music at Mass
Sacristan Training

Sunday, December 7 - Holy Spirit (4:00 pm)
Tuesday, December 9 - Sts. Anne & Joachim
                                                 (6:30pm)
Thursday, December 11 - Blessed Sacrament
Sunday, December 14 - St. Benedict’s (4:00 pm)
Monday, December 15 - St. Anthony’s

     ADVENT RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE

** All services are at 7:00pm unless otherwise noted

Tuesday, December 16 - Holy Cross
Thursday, December 18 - Nativity
Friday, December 19 - St. Leo’s (Casselton)
Sunday, December 21 - Cathedral of  St. Mary



McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

Page 5

Jerusalem, Arise!
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

Holy Baptism
Congratulations to our recently baptized!

Luka Neil Lien
son of Aaron and Madison

November 30, 2025

Mack Reno Johnson
son of Casey and Kinsey

November 30, 2025

In today’s communion antiphon, we sang
“Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from
God.” (Baruch 5: 5; 4:36) This text comes
from a section of  Baruch that is referred to as
‘Baruch’s Poem of  Consolation,’ addressing
the Israelite nation in exile. There is a parallel
to be seen here between the Old Testament
prophecy of  the fulfillment of  the city of
Jerusalem, perhaps viewed as a ‘capitol city’
where the King of  Israel resides; and with the
‘heavenly Jerusalem’ that is prophesied in
Revelation by St. John. In both cases,
Jerusalem is viewed as higher than any city of
any other nation—and especially in the case
of  the New Testament prophecy, this new
Jerusalem is in fact the heavenly city where we
will come to eternal rest and splendor with
our Creator.
It is in the context of  the Advent season that
we can ponder with greater emphasis, the
significance of  Christ’s coming. Not only did
Christ come as a babe in the manger, but he
died, rose from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and will come again! This is part of
our Advent journey: to be ready for the
second coming of  the Lord at the end of
time, who will “draw everyone to [him]self.”
(John 13:32)

Christmas Adoration Schedule
Adoration will conclude at 7am on Friday,
December 19, 2025.

Adoration will resume at 7:30am on
Monday, January 5, 2026



BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip SalesSCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everydayshopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cardsmake great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. Proceeds from the sales benefit Sts. A&J students and JPII Catholic Schools.
SCRIP Cards are available after December 6  7  ,13  14 and 20  &
21 masses.

th & th, th & th, st

st  To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 formore information. 

Teaching Open PositionsSubstitute Teachers - All Locations
Other Open PositionsAssistant Cook - Shanley High School/Sacred Heart Middle School Paraprofessional - Holy Spirit Elementary School (10 hours/week)PT Accounts Payable Clerk - JPII Business Office

Enroll at St. JPII SchoolsContact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.orgwww.jp2schools.org/admissions/

Job Openings at Fargo Diocese
FT Communications Assistant/Assistant Editor for New Earth
PT Formation Assistant for the Office of Youth Discipleship

More information at https://fargodiocese.net/jobopenings

Job Opening at Real Presence Radio
FT Controller

Contact joyce@realpresenceradio.com for more information.

UPC Codes for JPII SchoolsPlease save the UPC codes from "OUR FAMILY" products from FamilyFare and drop them off in the white box located on the JPII CatholicSchools Wall

Sacred Items of Olive Wood - Sales at West Acres Mall
Our friends from the Holy Land are selling their olive wood products at
West Acres Mall, Fargo near the food court. Please consider buying
some of your Christmas gifts from them. As you may know the war in
the Holy Land started on 10/7/23 and is still going on. Most of the
Christians in the Holy Land working in the tourism industry as a result
of the war have their only income from olive wood sales to Christian
families abroad. We appreciate your support.

Catholic Daughters of America Bake Sale
Come and stock up on your holiday baking at the Holiday Bake Sale put
on by CDA Court St. Ann #261 on December 13 & 14, 2025, after each
of the masses at Nativity Church in Fargo. Mass times are Saturday, 4pm
and Sunday at 7:45, 9:15 and 11am. Free will offering. Donations will go
to our charities that we support. Thank you!

https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Kyle Keller for
more information at 701-373-1008. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 


