
PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104

th

701-235-5757

www.stsaaj.org

stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm

     (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)

Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)

Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),

               11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:

   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:

   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at

Catholic Development Foundation: 

   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

January 25, 2026  |  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God‌

Mass Schedule

 Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:20 am - 12:00 pm

Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm

Available by appointment. 

Reconciliation Times

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist

     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor

     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Pat Breen

     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach

     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

STAFF

Fr. Kyle Metzger

     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar

     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz

     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month

     Ryan Modahl

Finance Council: Meets third Monday of each quarter

     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director

Knights of Columbus:

     Kyle Keller, 11930gk@gmail.com 

St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:

     Jim Breen

Parish Nurse Coordinators: 

     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com

     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com

     Please email or text when contacting the Parish Nurses. 

Fr. William Slattery

     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain
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Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship

     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org

Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org

Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family

     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager

     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org

Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator

     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Pastoral Staff

Ministry Staff

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 

     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm

Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule

a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. A preparation class is offered the first

Sunday of each month at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you

need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our

parish, please contact the Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about

weddings at Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one need anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For

emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on

weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,

please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ben Seitz to arrange

Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am

Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue

Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal Intention you would like others to remember in

their prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift

up your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the

office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to Catholicism? Then

OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program is the

Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each August and

January. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information on the January 2026

initiation session.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the

Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You

can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new wifi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download

the ListenWifi App, connect to the Listen Wifi network, and our feed should populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for

updates related to offered masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or

www.stsaaj.org/media/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 

     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis

     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


7:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

12:10pm

8:30 am

5:00 pm

7:45 am

9:15 am

11:00 am

7:00 pm

Jim & Laura Breen

+Bob Idovich

+Mary Feltman

+Tom Lesher

Emmy Breen

+Charlie Kirk

Kru Jones

+Pat Beck

Deacon Ted LeMier

+Melba Cotuno

+Clayton Drake

+Iris Bauer

Deacon Ted LeMier

Parishioners

Deacon Ted LeMier

Deacon Ted & Susan LeMier

Mon:

Tues:

 

Wed:

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

MASS INTENTIONS

YEAR-END GIVING STATEMENTS

Envelopes

Online Giving

Plate

Total Offertory

$8,654.00

$5,186.21

$2,175.25

$16,015.46

STEWARDSHIP
It’s that time of  year again! 

2025 Giving Statements are being mailed and sent electronically to the email address we have

on file. You can also access your statement a couple different ways:

Go to the website: https://pushpay.com. Click on “Sign In” at the top right corner of  the

page where you can sign in with your mobile phone number or email.

Use the QR code to get to the Push Pay website:

If  you did not receive it either by paper or email, please call Mary German at 701-235-5757 or

email her at mgerman@stsaaj.org.

Thank you to everyone for your generosity to our parish in 2025-it was a great year and we look

forward to a faith-filled and rewarding 2026!

 January 18, 2026 Contributions
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: January 31-February 1



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

CATECHESIS IN THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH
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Ben Andersen

Linda Beare

Marilyn Birkholz

Nicholas Braun

Rachel Briggs

Faye Cooch

Brandi DesMarais

Paul Dietz

Michael Dullea

Marilyn Gilbertson

Joe Johnson

Jessica Kerzman

Michael Knight

Please pray for our ill parishioners:

Sharon Lange

Marjorie Mathison

Chad Mears

Mary Mears

Pat Meier

Samantha N.

Eugene Nyhof 

Michael Pirmantgen

Mary Kate Rafferty

Donna Sinner

Carol Ann Stadstad

Emilee Stafford

Mary Wangler

Mason Winkelman

If you would like your name added or removed,

please call the parish office.

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

THIS WEEK

Monday, January 26

Tuesday, January 27

Confessions 6:30 pm                          Main Church

Thursday, January 29

Friday, January 30

Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 12:45 pm                       Magnificat Chapel       

8:00 am                           Social Hall 

4:00 pm                          Main Church

Sunday, January 25

The Sanctifier Retreat Check In

Dr. Beverly Everett Organ Recital

Ordinary Time

After morning Masses    Social Hall

Sunday, February 1

Coffee and Rolls

Wednesday, January 28

Saturday, January 31

The weeks of  Ordinary Time before Lent are a

gift. While they may seen quiet or

unremarkable, the Church calls them

“ordinary” because they are ordered toward

growth. This season invites families to deepen

habits of  faith through steady, faithful practice-

-much like a plant quietly putting down roots

before a season of  change. 

In the Domestic Church, this is a beautiful time

to focus on simple rhythms: Sunday Mass, daily

prayer, kindness in ordinary moments, and

faithfulness in small responsibilities. Green, the

color of  Ordinary Time, reminds us that

discipleship grows gradually through

consistency rather than intensity.

Before Lent begins, families might ask:

What habits are already helping our

family grow closer to Jesus?

What small practice could we

strengthen?

Whether it’s praying together before bed,

reading a short scripture passage each week, or

offering forgiveness more quickly, these

ordinary acts prepare hearts for the deeper call

of  Lent.

MARRIAGE & FAMILY MINISTRY
My name is Peter O’Donnell and I am the Director of  Marriage

and Family here at the parish. I am excited to highlight one of  our

upcoming Marriage Ministry events called Couples Night Out on

Saturday, February 7.

Many of  you may recognize this event as one of  Sts. Anne and

Joachim’s beloved annual traditions where all are welcome to enjoy a

date night out (the week before Valentine’s Day!) and mingle with other

couples from the parish.

This year, Couples Night Out will be held at the Avalon Events Center in Fargo and we

have a fantastic speaker, Jerome Richter, who will be joining us from the University of

Mary to speak on the 5 “Practical Tips” to grow in virtue.

This is a date night you are going to want to put on your calendar, you may even walk

away with a raffle prize!  Register now on our website before January 31.

Schedule of  Events:

5:00 pm Social Hour

6:00 pm Dinner

7:00 pm Speaker, Jerome Richter

8:00 pm Door prizes

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER
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When A Plan Comes Together

Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

New Women’s Prayer Group
Women at the Well - Reading to Live is a

time for discussion and prayer on the

upcoming Sunday Gospel reading using a

shared Lectio Divina format (Latin for “Divine

Reading”).

The group will meet every Saturday at 11:00

am in the Breakfast Nook starting on January

31, 2026. Books will be provided and weekly

attendance is encouraged.  If  you have any

questions, contact Angela Wambach at

angela@wccnd.com.

Anyone who has watched “The A-Team”

knows the great line from Hannibal that marks

many an episode, “I love it when a plan comes

together.” I sometimes think of  this line as I

read through the liturgical texts of  the day, and

see how the church has offered us something

that really does tie together quite nicely. 

Case in point: In today’s first reading the

prophet Isaiah declares that “the people who

walked in darkness have seen a great light.” We

then sang “The Lord is my light and my

salvation” from Psalm 27. Seeing this theme in

our liturgical texts for the day, in addition to

the call to mission in the Gospel reading, we

see an intentional emphasis on the light of

Christ. The light of  Christ shines and spreads

through all the world, and we are called to bear

this light further, to all people, as we “go forth,

glorifying the Lord by [y]our lives.”

Bearing the light of  Christ is what we mean

when we sing the communion antiphon: “Look

toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces

not be abashed.” (Ps 34) We bask in the glow

of  the almighty God, and allow his radiance to

warm us, or expose our lives in the brightness

of  his light. As we left today it was fitting to

sing one of  our parish’s favorite hymns, “Be

Thou My Vision,” which includes this beautiful

line: “Thou my best thought, by day or by

night, Waking or Sleeping, thy presence my

light.”

On behalf of Ellie Briggs, the Arts and

Environments coordinator, a big “Thank You”

to all who came and helped take down the

Christmas decorations!  

Thank You!



BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

FT Business Manager-St. Paul’s Newman Center, Fargo

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip Sales
SCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everyday
shopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cards
make great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,
or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. 
Proceeds from the sales benefit Sts. A&J students and JPII Catholic Schools.

To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 for
more information. 

Teaching Open Positions

Enroll at St. JPII Schools
Contact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 
701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.org
www.jp2schools.org/admissions/

UPC Codes for JPII Schools
Please save the UPC codes from "OUR FAMILY" products from Family
Fare and drop them off in the white box located on the JPII Catholic
Schools Wall

St. Paul’s Newman Center in Fargo is currently accepting applications for a FT Business
Manager. The Business Manager supports the mission and operations of St. Paul’s Newman
Center, Newman Living faith-based housing, and Crux coffee shop. The role oversees all
accounting and administrative functions, including accounts receivable/payable, payroll,
human resources paperwork, budget preparation, tax filings and diocesan reporting. The
position also supports housing operations and supervises the Newman Living property
manager. Some evening or weekend work maybe required for special projects and events.
Candidate must have strong organizational, communication, critical thinking, accounting,
and computer skills. Knowledge of Catholic Church structure and practices is required. This
position is FT with benefits. Submit cover letter, resume, and three references to
frcheney@bisoncatholic.org Position open until filled.

Substitute Teachers - All Locations
Little Deacons Substitutes – Holy Spirit Elementary School
Head Volleyball Coach – Shanley High School (Fall 2026)

Administrative Open Positions
Executive Administrative Assistant, President’s Office (1.0 FTE)
Candidate will provide a wide variety of complex and confidential support
including communicating information on behalf of and as acting as a liaison
for assigned Administrators with JPII Schools, staff and families, Board of
Directors, and other internal groups. Confidentiality, professionalism, and
efficient and effective organizational skills are essential. Deadline for
applying: Open Until Filled.

Holy Spirit Parish in Fargo ND is looking for a friendly,
organized, and upbeat person to join our team as a part-time
Parish Administrative Assistant (20–25 hours per week). This
role is all about hospitality, teamwork, and keeping things
running smoothly behind the scenes. You’ll help welcome
parishioners, support staff and volunteers, manage calendars
and the weekly bulletin, assist with sacramental records, Mass
intentions, funerals, and weddings, and help share parish life
through creative social media posts using Canva. If you enjoy
working with people, juggling a variety of tasks, and serving in
a faith-filled, joyful environment, we’d love to hear from you!
To apply, please send a cover letter and resume to
info@holyspiritfargo.com.

PT Administrative Assistant-Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Fargo

https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org
mailto:frcheney@bisoncatholic.org
mailto:info@holyspiritfargo.com


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Kyle Keller for
more information at 701-373-1008. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 


