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PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104

th

701-235-5757

www.stsaaj.org

stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm

 (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)

Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)

Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),

 11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:

   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:

   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at

Catholic Development Foundation: 

   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

October 4, 2026  |  Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God 

Mass Schedule

 
Reconciliation Times
Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:20 am - 12:00 pm

Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm

Sunday: 6:30 - 6:50 pm

Available by appointment. 

https://stsaaj.org/ujtj
https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor

     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

STAFF
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Pastoral Staff

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach

     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org

Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org

Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family

     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Ministry Staff

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every odd month

     Megan St. Aubin

Finance Council: Meets third Wednesday of each quarter

     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director

Knights of Columbus:

     Dave Kerzman, 11930gk@gmail.com 

Holy Cross Cemetery:

     John Clark, jcmaclark34@gmail.com

     Don Schott, dps1959@hotmail.com

St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:

     Jim Breen

Parish Nurse Coordinators: 

     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com

     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule

a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. The next preparation class is offered

Sunday, October 4 at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you

need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our

parish, please contact Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about weddings

and receptions at Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one needing anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For

emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on

weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,

please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ted LeMier to

arrange Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am

Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue

Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal intention you would like others to remember in their

prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift up

your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the

office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to

Catholicism? Then OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)

program is the Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each

August and February. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the

Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You

can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new Wi-Fi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download

the ListenWifi App, connect to the ListenWifi network, and our feed will populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for

updates related to offered Masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or

www.stsaaj.org/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist

     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship

     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager

     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org

Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator

     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 

     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 

     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Pat Breen

     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Fr. Kyle Metzger

     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar

     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz

     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Fr. William Slattery

     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis

     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

Fr. Robert Keller, Parochial Vicar

     (701) 235-5757 | robert.keller@fargodiocese.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: October 10-11

MASS INTENTIONS
7:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

10:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

12:10 pm

7:00 am

12:10 pm

8:30 am

5:00 pm

7:45 am

9:15 am

11:00 am

7:00 pm

Mon:

Tues:

Wed:

(Elim)

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

† Loralee Bosch

† Fr. Al Bitz

Fr. Luke Meyer

Anne Hersch

†Fr. Vincent Fitzpatrick

† Kari Withrow

Patrick Hocking

† Darlene McBride

Kay Grunwald

Susan & Ted LeMier

† Ben Ziegler

† Fr. Scott Sautner

† Fr. Vincent Fitzpatrick

Sarah German

Fr. Luke Meyer

Parishioners

† David Triller

STEWARDSHIP

$8,037.00

$7,103.72

$2,826.05

$17,966.77

 September 27, 2026 Contributions
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Envelopes

Online Giving

Plate

Total Offertory

https://stsaaj.org/truth/adult-catechesis/


CATECHESIS IN THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH

PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

Please pray for our ill parishioners:

Ben Andersen

Linda Beare

Marilyn Birkholz

Nicholas Braun

Rachel Briggs

Faye Cooch

Brandi DesMarais

Marlene Dukart

Michael Dullea

Marilyn Gilbertson

Joe Johnson

Michael Knight

Sharon Lange

Deb Liebel

Marjorie Mathison

Chad Mears

Mary Mears

Boden Meier

Pat Meier

Samantha N.

Eugene Nyhof 

Michael Pirmantgen

Mary Kate Rafferty

Terry Schostag

Donna Sinner

Carol Ann Stadstad

Mary Wangler

Mason Winkelman

If you would like your name added or removed,

please call the parish office.

It’s our parish’s annual social and fundraiser featuring food,
games, and raffles. Proceeds will finish our new social hall
chairs project begun last year!

How you can help! 

More information 

FALL FESTIVAL
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PARISH CALENDAR

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

Friday, October 9

Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet

Vespers (Evening Prayer)

12:45 pm

5:15 pm

Magnificat Chapel

Magnificat Chapel

Wednesday, October 7

MACH 1

Vespers (Evening Prayer)

First Reconciliation Parent Meeting

Ignite the Night

8:30 am

5:15 pm

6:30 pm

7:30 pm

Youth Center

Magnificat Chapel

Social Hall

Main Church

Thursday, October 8

Vespers (Evening Prayer) 5:15 pm Magnificat Chapel

Monday, October 5

Vespers (Evening Prayer)

Due Vivo Chamber Music Concert

5:15 pm

7:00 pm

Magnificat Chapel

Main Church

Sunday, October 11

Coffee & Donuts after morning Masses Social Hall

Tuesday, October 6

Vespers (Evening Prayer)

Confessions

KofC Business Meeting

5:15 pm

6:30 pm

6:30 pm

Magnificat Chapel

Main Church

St. Michael

after morning Masses

1:00 pm

12:15 pm and 6:15pm

Social Hall

Christ the King

Main Door Statue

Sunday, October 4

Coffee & Donuts

Baptism Class

Blessing of  Pets

St. Francis of Assisi: A Man in

Love with God

October 4th is the feast of  St. Francis of

Assisi! This year, the liturgical celebration of

his feast is superseded by the 27th Sunday in

Ordinary Time, but that doesn’t mean we

can’t still celebrate and remember this great

saint! St. Francis may be one of  the most

misrepresented saints, with misattributed

quotes and caricatures of  him abounding.

What is most striking about Francis is that he

was, first and foremost, a man in love with

God.

Francis loved all of  creation, and this love

flowed from his love for the Creator. His

whole life was transformed by his encounter

with Jesus. He gave up wealth and comfort to

follow Christ, embraced poverty, served the

poor, preached the Gospel, and eventually

received the wounds of  Christ in the

stigmata.

To celebrate Francis’ Feast: spend a few

minutes praying before a San Damiano

Crucifix, choose a corporal work of  mercy to

do as a family, and bring your pet to be

blessed!

St. Francis of  Assisi, pray for us!

Sunday, November 8   4:00- 7:00pm

What is the Fall Festival? 

We are looking for Team Members to coordinate the Kid’s Games,
Cake Walk, and Dining Room Decorations.

We also need each parishioner’s assistance in donating bulk
candy for the Children’s Games, and Farmer’s Market items like
homemade canned goods. Sorry, no themed baskets this year.

Visit the Fall Festival website at stsaaj.org/fallfestival

Sts. Anne & Joachim Catholic Church’s

Buy raffle tickets for a
chance to win cash prizes
up to $7,000! A letter was
mailed to your home with
purchasing information.

Raffle tickets available now! 

https://stsaaj.org/fallfestival


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holy Baptism
Congratulations to our recently baptized!

Tucker John Kelly

Son of Alexander & Payton

September 27, 2026

Danetta Rose Holmes

Daughter of Caleb & Jillian

September 27, 2026

Holy Matrimony
Congratulations to our recently married!

Evan and Emily Michels

September 25, 2026

Nashten & Tara Jochim

September 26, 2026

 

McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

Thanks In All Things

Most of  us know “Now Thank We All Our

God” pretty well—it’s a generally well-known

hymn across many denominations. 

The story behind its writing is probably not

what you might expect: Martin Rinkart was a

Lutheran pastor in Saxony, who was

ministering in the midst of  the Thirty Years’

War in Germany during the 17  century. His

town of  Eilenberg was filled with refugees

escaping the Swedish army who lurked

outside the gates. Over the course of  many

days, the people began to succumb to

sickness, injury, and plague. Eventually, all the

pastors in the city except for Rinkart had

died, which left him with the responsibility of

caring for the entirety of  the city’s Christian

population. It was reported that on many days

he presided over more than 50 funerals! The

Swedish commanders outside the walls

demanded a ransom to be paid, and Rinkart

was the negotiator sent to discuss terms with

the military leaders. He bravely advocated for

his community, leading to a cessation of  all

hostilities.

th

It was then, in the aftermath of  incredible

suffering and exhaustion for those who

survived, that Rinkart composed this hymn of

thanks to God: “Now thank we all our God, with

heart and hand and voices...” I find it fascinating

that this triumphant hymn of  praise and

thanksgiving was written in the midst of  such

sorrowful pain. It is a testament to the faith

of  Mr. Rinkart, and perhaps a special grace

from God that this hymn has become so well-

known and sung across all of  Christianity!

https://stsaaj.org/3bjx


BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip Sales
SCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everyday
shopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cards
make great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,
or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. Proceeds from the
sales benefit Sts. A & J students and JPII Catholic Schools. Gift cards are
sold after Masses the first and third weekends of the month after Masses
(except for Sunday evening). You may also purchse cards at Hurley’s
Religious Goods, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm and Saturdays 9
am to 1 pm.

 Open Positions
Administrative Assistant - Sacred Heart Middle
Substitute Teachers - All Locations
Little Deacons Substitutes – Holy Spirit Elementary School
Hot Lunch Assistant Cook - Trinity Elementary
After School workers - Elementary Schools
Kindergarten Paraprofessional - Holy Spirit Elementary School

To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 for
more information. 

 Fall Festivals & Dinners

Scan the QR code to see

the listing of  area Fall

Festivals and dinners! 

Parish Musicians Workshop
October 23-24, 2026, St. Paul’s Newman Center

“Sacred Music in our Time.”

Keynote Speaker: Most Rev. John Folda

Includes time for prayer and Mass, music rehearsal, singing in choir

for Mass, breakout sessions. For more information and to register

by October 16  go to www.fargodiocese.org/sacredmusic
th

$50 registration: includes food and materials. Students are free.

Catholic Daughters Meeting
Court St. Ann #261 of  the Catholic Daughters of  the Americas will

meet Tuesday, October 13th at St. Anthony's beginning with the Mass

at 5:15 PM, meal to follow, and meeting at 6:30 PM. Members are

invited to bring non-perishable food item donations. If  interested in

CDA, please join us at our meeting. Any questions, please send an

email to crazynananacy@gmail.com or call Nancy at 701-388-1115.

St. Mary’s Cathedral Relationship Ministry Singles Event
Grab a friend and join us for a fun evening at the Lost in the Valley corn

maze, on Thursday, October 8th at 6pm. Tickets are $10/person. Once

we find our way out, we’ll rendezvous at Kroll’s Diner for snacks and a

social. For singles of  all ages, to grow in community with one another

and with Christ. 

 

FALL
FESTIVAL
Sunday, November 8  

4:00- 7:00pm

Save the datefor our

https://www.fargodiocese.org/events?page=1
https://stsaaj.org/the-fathers-house-parish-retreat-2027/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
http://www.fargodiocese.org/sacredmusic


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Dave Kerzman for more
information at 701-371-1804. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 
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