
PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104th

701-235-5757
www.stsaaj.org
stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm
 (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)
Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)
Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),
 11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:
 www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:
 www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at
Catholic Development Foundation: 
 www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

May 10, 2026  |  Sixth Sunday of Easter

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God‌

Mass Schedule

 Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:20 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm
Available by appointment. 

Reconciliation Times

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist
     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor
     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Pat Breen
     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach
     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

STAFF

Fr. Kyle Metzger
     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz
     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month
     Ryan Modahl
Finance Council: Meets third Monday of each quarter
     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director
Knights of Columbus:
     Kyle Keller, 11930gk@gmail.com 
St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:
     Jim Breen
Parish Nurse Coordinators: 
     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com
     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com
     Please email or text when contacting the Parish Nurses. 

Fr. William Slattery
     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain
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Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship
     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music
     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org
Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family
     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager
     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org
Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator
     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Pastoral Staff

Ministry Staff

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 
     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm
Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule
a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. A preparation class is offered the first
Sunday of each month at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you
need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our
parish, please contact Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about weddings at
Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one needing anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For
emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on
weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,
please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ted LeMier to
arrange Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am
Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue
Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal intention you would like others to remember in their
prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift up
your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the
office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to Catholicism? Then
OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program is the
Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each August and
February. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information. February OCIA cohort
has begun.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You
can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new Wi-fi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download
the ListenWifi App, connect to the ListenWifi network, and our feed will populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for
updates related to offered Masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or
www.stsaaj.org/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 
     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis
     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: May 16-17

MASS INTENTIONS
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10pm
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

Jim Breen
+Fr. Scott Sauntner
+Earlene Frank
+Jean Dietz
+Elizabeth Patil Verma
+Consuelo Flores
Brenda Breen
+Barbara Banaszewski
+Richard & +Margie Perius
+Norm Maynard
Brenda Breen
+Sean Stockert
Jackson Braun
+Cynthia Schill
Parishioners
Renee Sellers

Mon:

Tues:

Wed:

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

STEWARDSHIP

Envelopes
Online Giving
Plate
Total Offertory

$19,203.00
$15,997.47
$2,491.75

$37,692.22

 May 3, 2026 Contributions

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BANQUET

FISHERMAN WORKSHOP
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Thank you go all of our wonderful volunteers who came to the banquet on
Sunday, April 26. We truly appreciate each and every one of you!

The Fishermen Into the Deep Evangelization Workshop was held on Saturday.
May 2. 
Fishermen from Nativity and St. Anthony's joined men from Sts. Anne &
Joachim for this inspiring event culminating eight months of  Core Training.

Now is the time to
register to join the
next Fishermen

cohort which begins
in September!



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

Please pray for our ill parishioners:
Ben Andersen
Linda Beare
Remi Beauchamp
Marilyn Birkholz
Nicholas Braun
Rachel Briggs
Faye Cooch
Brandi DesMarais
Paul Dietz
Marlene Dukart
Michael Dullea
Marilyn Gilbertson
Joe Johnson
Susan F Johnson
Jessica Kerzman
Michael Knight

Sharon Lange
Marjorie Mathison
Chad Mears
Mary Mears
Boden Meier
Pat Meier
Samantha N.
Eugene Nyhof 
Michael Pirmantgen
Mary Kate Rafferty
Mary T Rutten
Donna Sinner
Kimberly Souba
Carol Ann Stadstad
Mary Wangler
Mason Winkelman

If you would like your name added or removed,
please call the parish office.

CATECHESIS IN THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH
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PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday, May 10
Coffee and Rolls after morning Masses Social Hall

Tuesday, May 12
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Confessions

5:15 pm
6:30 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Main Church

Friday, May 15
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet
Vespers (Evening Prayer)

12:45 pm
5:15 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Magnificat Chapel

Sunday, May 17
KofC Pancake Breakfast
Graduation Recognition Mass

after morning Masses
9:15 am

Social Hall
Main Church

Monday, May 11
Vespers (Evening Prayer) 5:15 pm Magnificat Chapel

Wednesday, May 13
Vespers (Evening Prayer) 5:15 pm Magnificat Chapel

Thursday, May 14
Vespers (Evening Prayer) 5:15 pm Magnificat Chapel

Saturday, May 16
CYA Swing Dancing 7:00 pm Social Hall

Our Lady of Fatima and Children
Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

This week, on May 13, the Church celebrates
the feast of  Our Lady of  Fatima! This
remembrance of  the apparition of  Our Lady
to the shepherd children, Francisco, Jacinta,
and Lucia, gives us hope and reassurance about
the capacity of  children to know, love, and
serve the Lord!

We adults often assume that the deep truths of
our faith are too much for children. The
appearance of  Mary to 10, 9, and 7 year olds,
entrusting to them visions and instructions to
pray the Rosary and fast for the conversion of
sinners, tells us otherwise. Here are some
simple ways to celebrate this feast at home:

Tell the story. Sit down with your children
and recount the apparition.
Pray the Rosary together. Our Lady's most
specific request at Fatima was just this!
Offer a small sacrifice. Invite your children
to offer something small with you for the
conversion of  sinners.
Pray the Fatima prayer at the end of  each
decade: "O my Jesus, forgive us our sins,
save us from the fires of  hell, lead all souls
to heaven, especially those in most need of
thy mercy."
Visit the Maternity shrine in our church
and say a short prayer together as a family.

Our Lady chose children to carry her message
to the world, trust that, if  cultivated, yours
have the capacity to do the same!

April 2026
Knight of  the Month - Chad Deplazes
Family of  the Month - Shawn & Jackie Tennyson
Acolyte of  the Month - Gemma Jacobson
April pancake and sausage breakfast raised $1,000 for
Real Presence Radio. Thank you!

MOTHER’S DAY

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

This weekend, we give thanks
for all women who have been
called to motherhood. Let us
remember with gratitude and
joy our own mothers and
grandmothers, our godmothers,
and those women who have
been spiritual mothers to us.

We pray for hope and healing
for mothers who have lost
children and for those
struggling to become mothers.
We entrust all of  these women
to the hands of  Mary, Blessed
Virgin, and ask God’s blessings
upon them this day and always.

We encourage you
to read and pray
with the following
article about the
importance of  all
mothers, physical
and spiritual:







ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holy Baptism
Congratulations to our recently baptized!

Olivia Hope Gardner
daughter of Alex & Breanna

May 2, 2026

 

McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER
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Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

A Holy Helper in a Hymn

Quinn MaryAnne Boehm
daughter of  Caleb & Brianna

May 3, 2026

Irelyn Dean Horner
daughter of  Justin & Emilee

May 3, 2026

In 1623, a hymn tune was published by the
renowned composer Orlando Gibbons within
a hymnal of  George Withers’ personal
selection.

Originally, it was written for a text from Song
of  Songs, and had more notes to sing which
made it more suitable for solo singing. This
simplified version we have now carries the text
of  another British hymn-writer and poet,
Samuel Longfellow. He was the lesser known
Longfellow poet, as his brother Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow was the more famous
of  the two. This text of  Samuel’s has been in
hymnals since 1864 and continues to nourish
congregations from numerous denominations
with the gifts of  the Holy Spirit. 

Today’s Gospel and communion antiphon
echoes the words of  Jesus: “If  you love me,
you will keep my commandments. And I will
ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of
truth...” (Jn 14: 15-16) So this offertory hymn
seemed a fitting selection to pair with the texts
about the Holy Spirit as our guide and
“Advocate” in our earthly pilgrimage, wherein
we seek to live in accordance with God’s
commandments.

https://stsaaj.org/nmo


BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip SalesSCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everydayshopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cardsmake great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. Proceeds from thesales benefit Sts. A & J students and JPII Catholic Schools. Cards can still bepurchased at Hurley’s Religious Goods, Monday through Friday, 9am-5pmand Saturday’s 9am-1pm, except they are closed on Saturday’s fromMemorial Day weekend to Labor Day weekend.

 Open PositionsSubstitute Teachers - All LocationsLittle Deacons Substitutes – Holy Spirit Elementary School (Fall2026)Part-Time Library Paraprofessional - Trinity School (Fall 2026)Head Boys Basketball Coach - Shanley High School (Fall 2026)Head Girls Basketball Coach - Shanley High School (Fall 2026)Math Teacher - Shanley High School (Fall 2026)Social Studies Teacher - Sacred Heart School (Fall 2026)Pre-Kindergarten Paraprofessional - Holy Spirit School (Fall 2026)Music Teacher - Nativity Elementary School (Fall 2026)Physical Education Teacher - Sacred Heart School (Fall 2026)Science Teacher - Shanley High School (Fall 2026)
To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 formore information. 

Enroll at St. JPII SchoolsContact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.orgwww.jp2schools.org/admissions/

 You are invited to join us on Saturday, May 16th for a Day of Reflection (in-person or online). This month's theme, as we continue our FranciscanSpiritual Pilgrimage, will be "Saint Clare's Garden." The event lasts from10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Register online athttps://forms.office.com/r/qvVtezHnt9 or contact Sr. Mary Ruth withquestions at srmaryruth@sfcretreats.org / 701-242-7195.
May Day of Reflection

Teams of Our Lady - For Your Marriage Are you interest in enriching your couple/marriage sprituality on ajoyrney with other Catholic like-minded couples? The F-M Sector of Teamsof Our Lady now has 12 TEAMS comprised of 70+ area couples, 11chaplains, and has been going strong for 20 years! Join us the learn more atour Spring Information Sessions!Info Session 1 - Thursday, May 28 at 7:00 pm at Holy Cross, West FargoInfo Session 2 - Thursday, June 2 at 7:00 pm at Holy Spirit Church,FargoAll couples (BOTH husband and wife) wishing to join TEAMS are requiredto attend one of the two sessions. Mark your calendar as these will be theonly information sessions this year. For more information, emailfargosectorinformation@gmail.com. More information can also be foundon the TEAMS website at www.teamsofourlady.org.

Administrative Open PositionsExecutive Administrative Assistant, President’s Office (1.0 FTE)Candidate will provide a wide variety of complex and confidential supportincluding communicating information on behalf of and as acting as a liaisonfor assigned Administrators with JPII Schools, staff and families, Board ofDirectors, and other internal groups. Confidentiality, professionalism, andefficient and effective organizational skills are essential. Deadline forapplying: Open Until Filled.
Join us for a practical and faith-filled seminar on preparing for end-of-lifematters with peace and confidence.Topics Include:• Estate Planning & Wills – Valeska Hermanson – Hermanson Law, PLLC• Catholic Funeral Rites and Traditions – Father Joseph Littlefield• Life Insurance Options – Ethan Beebe – Knights of Columbus Insurance• Understanding Funeral Home Costs and Pre-Planning – Jim Boulger –Boulger Funeral HomeThis seminar will help you and your family make informed decisions thathonor your Catholic faith, protect your loved ones, and reduce futurestress and financial burden.Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2026Time: 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.Location: Holy Cross Church, West Fargo, NDQuestions? Call John Clark at 701-306-3369No cost to attend & Open to all parishioners and their families.

Planning with Faith & Wisdom: End of Life Preparation Seminar

https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Kyle Keller for
more information at 701-373-1008. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 




