
PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104th

701-235-5757
www.stsaaj.org
stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm
     (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)
Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)
Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),
               11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:
   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:
   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at
Catholic Development Foundation: 
   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

March 1, 2026  |  Second Sunday of Lent

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God 

Mass Schedule

 Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:20 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm
Available by appointment. 

Reconciliation Times

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist
     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor
     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Pat Breen
     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach
     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

STAFF

Fr. Kyle Metzger
     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz
     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month
     Ryan Modahl
Finance Council: Meets third Monday of each quarter
     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director
Knights of Columbus:
     Kyle Keller, 11930gk@gmail.com 
St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:
     Jim Breen
Parish Nurse Coordinators: 
     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com
     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com
     Please email or text when contacting the Parish Nurses. 

Fr. William Slattery
     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain
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Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship
     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music
     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org
Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family
     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager
     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org
Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator
     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Pastoral Staff

Ministry Staff

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 
     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm
Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule
a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. A preparation class is offered the first
Sunday of each month at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you
need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our
parish, please contact the Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about
weddings at Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one need anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For
emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on
weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,
please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ben Seitz to arrange
Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am
Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue
Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal Intention you would like others to remember in
their prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift
up your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the
office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to Catholicism? Then
OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program is the
Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each August and
February. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information. February OCIA cohort
is closed.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You
can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new wifi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download
the ListenWifi App, connect to the Listen Wifi network, and our feed should populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for
updates related to offered masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or
www.stsaaj.org/media/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 
     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis
     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
10:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10pm
5:30 pm
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

Jack Kennelly
+John Cogdell
+Patricia Johnson
+Jose Flores
+Wayne Johnson
+Sister Maris Stella Korb
+Duane Wolfe
Edwina Wolfe
Kathy and Charlie Hanish
Fisherman and their families
+Donald Braun
Jerry and Sharon Meier
+Clayton Drake
Claire Schwalbe
+Alphonse Dukart
Scott and Maria Hennen
Parishioners
Fr. Luke Meyer

Mon:

Tues:
 
Wed:
(Elim)

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

MASS INTENTIONS

LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: March 7-8

STEWARDSHIP

EASTER FLOWERS
Easter Flowers for Sts. Anne & Joachim Church will be supplied in part through generous
donations from parishioners in honor of  living and deceased loved ones.

If  you wish to make a memorial, please place your gift in the envelope in your March packets
marked: EASTER FLOWERS and complete the area of  who the flowers are in
memory/honor or complete the bottom portion of  this box and place it in an envelope marked
“Easter Flowers”. Your gift may be placed in the collection basket any time over
the next few weeks or you may donate online using this QR code.

All memorials will be published in the bulletin during the Easter season, unless
otherwise requested.

Envelopes
Online Giving
Plate
Ash Wednesday
Total Offertory

$14,502.00
$9,700.11
$2,851.73
$2,898.04

$29,951.88

 February 22, 2026 Contributions
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Easter flower donation to Sts. Anne & Joachim Church in honor of/memory of

___________________________________________________________________________

Please publish my gift in the bulletin:            Yes            No



Meet the Pastoral Council Nominees

My name is Elizabeth Narain, and I quite literally grew up with Sts. Anne
and Joachim, from its first days at a warehouse to getting married here in
December 2023. While attending Shanley High, I also sang in the choir here
with my dad and was a lector until I graduated in 2016. After graduation, I
left home for Washington, D.C., where I attended The Catholic University
of  America and earned my B.A. in History and Philosophy. I attended law
school at the University of  Virginia, and now back in Fargo, I am an
associate attorney with the Vogel Law Firm on the weekdays, and a regular
lector here on the weekends. In my time away from Fargo, I always said I
never felt like I was truly home again until I had been back to Mass at Sts.
A&J. If  elected, I would like to prioritize ensuring that all parishioners feel
the same way about our Church, so they know they have a home to come to
at every Mass and every event. Thank you for your consideration.

My name is Catherine Wagner, and I have been a member of  Sts. Anne &
Joachim for a little over nine years. During that time, I have come to deeply
appreciate both the beauty of  our church and the warmth of  this
community. It is a parish where people are welcomed, supported, and
invited to grow in faith, and I hope to help others experience that same
sense of  belonging. I currently serve as an usher, an Extraordinary Minister
of  Holy Communion, and as part of  the Essentia Eucharistic Ministry. My
professional background is in architecture, and I work as a Senior
Construction Project Manager for Sanford Health. I would be honored to
serve on our parish council and contribute to the continued growth and
vitality of  Sts. A&J.

My name is Alisa Kill and my family and I have been parishioners of  Sts.
Anne and Joachim for several years, since moving to Fargo in 2020. My
husband, Cody, and I have two boys, aged 4 and 6. We can often be found
at the Sunday, 9:15am mass, doing our part to contribute to the “rainforest”
mass vibes this mass time is known for. Over the past couple of  years, I
have felt the calling to get more involved within our parish community and
have truly appreciated the events, ministries and worship opportunities
offered here. This year, I have been co-leading a Walking with Purpose
Bible study with a wonderful group of  women, which has deepened my
faith and made me even more grateful to be part of  the Sts. A&J family. I
would welcome the opportunity to serve on the parish council and to give
back to this community in any way I can.

Elections will be held the weekend of March 7-8.
There are three Pastoral Council positions to be filled.

The Pastoral Council is a consultative body to voice parish needs and ministry opportunities. This body of  nine
parishioners meets the first Tuesday of  every odd month with the Pastor, Parochial Vicar, and Director of

Operations. In addition to regular meetings, members assist with the Parish Picnic, Fall Festival, and Block Party.
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My name is Marissa Duppong and I became a member of  Sts. Anne and
Joachim parish in 2010. Through my participation in the choir, I met my
husband, Jeff  Duppong. We celebrated our marriage at this parish in 2016.
We have four children: Declan (9), Patrick (8), Leo (6), and Clara (3). I have
been at home with my kids for the past seven years, prior to that I worked
in a training and management position. I also taught NFP for 12 years. I'm
currently helping to organize the MACH1 Bible study, lead a Well Read
Mom group, and volunteer at Capstone Classical Academy, where our three
sons attend school, and Gigi’s Playhouse, where our little daughter has a
community for individuals with Down Syndrome. Our family enjoys helping
to serve coffee and rolls! I am a newly trained guide after years of  assisting
children in the CGS (Catechesis of  the Good Shepherd) program. I would
be honored to serve our beloved parish. 

My name is Megan St. Aubin. I have been a member at Sts. Anne and
Joachim parish since 2024. Prior to that, during my 5 years with FOCUS
(the Fellowship of  Catholic University Students), Sts. A&J was a frequent
place I would go for adoration, daily Mass, and events. I am originally from
Southwest Minnesota, I graduated from South Dakota State University, and
after FOCUS took me to various states for mission on campus. I am
currently a middle school religion teacher at Sacred Heart Middle School. I
have loved getting to teach kids about the foundations of  our Catholic faith
and help them to realize the necessity of  a relationship with Christ. In my
spare time, I can be found leading my Bible Study, spending time with
family and friends, or exploring national parks across the country! I am
honored to be nominated for our parish council and I would love the
opportunity to help serve the needs of  our parish in order to help us
continue to grow closer to the Lord! 

Hi, my name is Dale Wandersee. My wife Sheila and I have been married
for 50 years and we moved to Fargo and joined Sts. Anne and Joachim in
2016. You may have met us at donut Sundays or KC breakfasts. We enjoy
visiting with existing and potentially new parishioners and finding out about
their lives. I also volunteer at the Parish Office front desk when needed. We
also help deliver Meals on Wheels and fold clothes for a Catholic Charities
program. I appreciate being nominated to the Parish Counsel and, if
chosen, I will try to serve our parish faithfully.



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

CATECHESIS IN THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH

RIGHT OF SENDING

Please pray for our ill parishioners:
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Ben Andersen
Linda Beare
Marilyn Birkholz
Nicholas Braun
Rachel Briggs
Faye Cooch
Brandi DesMarais
Paul Dietz
Michael Dullea
Marilyn Gilbertson
Joe Johnson
Jessica Kerzman
Michael Knight

Sharon Lange
Marjorie Mathison
Chad Mears
Mary Mears
Pat Meier
Samantha N.
Eugene Nyhof 
Michael Pirmantgen
Mary Kate Rafferty
Donna Sinner
Carol Ann Stadstad
Mary Wangler
Mason Winkelman

If you would like your name added or removed,
please call the parish office.

PARISH CALENDAR

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

Monday, March 2
Vespers (Evening Prayer) 5:15 pm Magnificat Chapel

Tuesday, March 3
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Confessions
KoC’s Business Meeting

5:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Main Church
St. Michael Room

Wednesday, March 4 
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Ignite the Night

5:15 pm
7:30 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Main Church

Thursday, March 5
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Usher and Greeter Training

5:15 pm
6:30 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Main Church

Friday, March 6
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Mass & Stations of  the Cross
KoC’s Fish Dinner 

12:45 pm
5:15 pm
5:30 pm & 6:00 pm
6:30 pm

Magnificat Chapel
Magnificat Chapel
Main Church
Social Hall

Sunday, March 8
Coffee and Rolls after morning Masses Social Hall 

Sunday, March 1
Coffee and Rolls
Baptism Class
Usher and Greeter Training

after morning Masses 
1:00 pm
4:00 pm

Social Hall 
Christ the King
Main Church

Saturday, March 7
First Saturday Devotions after 8:30 am Mass Main Church

Last Sunday during masses, you may have witnessed the Rite of  Sending. It is part of  the
Rites which make up the Order of  Christian Initiation of  Adults or OCIA.

The Catechumens and Candidates were sent to the Cathedral of  St. Mary to take part in the
Rite of  Election and the Call to Continuing Conversion. These rites are part of  the process
that allow people to come into full communion to the Catholic Church. The photo is of  this
spring class that will enter the Church in a few weeks. Keep them in your prayers!

Nunc Coepi - Now I Begin

There is a simple Latin phrase in the spiritual
tradition of  the Church: nunc coepi
(pronounced noonk cheh'-pee) which means
“now I begin.”  The Church, in her wisdom,
invites us to conversion, a daily turning back to
the Lord. This is an especially helpful reminder
as we enter this second week of  Lent.

This Lent, maybe your prayer plan hasn’t gone
as you hoped, sacrifices have faded already, and
your patience is waning. Take up this phrase,
nunc coepi, now we begin again.

In the Domestic Church, this can help teach
your children that holiness is not about never
falling, it is about always returning. After a
missed prayer time, begin again. After a
difficult moment, begin again. After sin, return
to Confession, and begin again.

Write nunc coepi on a small card and place it
near your prayer space or on the refrigerator
this Lent. Let it become a family refrain!

"Agnus Dei" by Francisco de Zurbarán



ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER
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The Next Right Note
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

Holy Baptism
Congratulations to our recently baptized!

Loe Alan Haechrel
Son of Nathan & Kaylee

February 21, 2026

Tuesday Adoration Need
We are looking for an Adorer for Tuesday’s
2pm-3pm time slot. If  you want more about
Adoration, or the Tuesday hour, contact Sue in
the parish office at sripplinger@stsaaj.org

The Transfiguration of  Jesus is the focal point
of  our liturgy today, so we aptly sing “’Tis
Good Lord, To be Here” as our offertory
hymn. The opening statement paraphrases the
words of  Peter from today’s Gospel, “Lord, it
is good that we are here...” (Mt 17: 4) The rest
of  the hymn reflects on Christ’s divine nature,
and our desire to remain with him.

Musically, this is not the most interesting
melody if  we’re being honest. Now, there is
nothing wrong with it—the hymn works quite
well to accomplish the goal of  being
approachable for all voices and elegantly carry
this sacred text. But as I look at it, I am
reminded of  a famous clip of  the great
American conductor/composer Leonard
Bernstein discussing Beethoven’s 7th
Symphony. Bernstein comments that the
melody of  the 2nd movement really isn’t a
melody at all, it’s too simple and uninteresting.
And yet, we remember this classical
masterwork because, as Bernstein puts it: “it is
as if  [Beethoven] had a private telephone wire
to heaven, which told him what the next note
had to be.” Sometimes the melody doesn’t have
to be much for a piece of  music to be ‘good.’

When everything goes where it needs to and
functions as it should, we consider that to be
‘well-ordered’ and subsequently, it is effective. I
think that is the case for today’s offertory
hymn, and the reason for why I like it so much
personally!

Holy Matrimony
Congratulations to our recently married!

Luke and Beth Hollcraft
February 14, 2026

https://stsaaj.org/nmo


BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip	SalesSCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everydayshopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cardsmake great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. Proceeds from the sales benefit Sts. A&J students and JPII Catholic Schools.
Teaching	Open	Positions

Enroll	at	St.	JPII	SchoolsContact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.orgwww.jp2schools.org/admissions/

Substitute Teachers - All LocationsLittle Deacons Substitutes – Holy Spirit Elementary School (Fall 2026)Head Volleyball Coach – Shanley High School (Fall 2026)Religion Teacher - Sacred Heart Middle School (Fall 2026)Math Teacher - Sacred Heart Middle School (Fall 2026)English Language Arts Teacher - Sacred Heart (Fall 2026)Kindergarten Teacher - Nativity Elementary School (Fall 2026)
Administrative	Open	PositionsExecutive Administrative Assistant, President’s Office (1.0 FTE)Candidate will provide a wide variety of complex and confidential supportincluding communicating information on behalf of and as acting as a liaisonfor assigned Administrators with JPII Schools, staff and families, Board ofDirectors, and other internal groups. Confidentiality, professionalism, andefficient and effective organizational skills are essential. Deadline forapplying: Open Until Filled.

To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 formore information. 
Advancement	OfficerThe Advancement Officer will increase the school’s capacity forfundraising major gifts and serve as an ambassador for the St. John Paul IICatholic Schools. Successful candidate will work closely with the Presidentand the Advancement Director and be an integral part of the AdvancementTeam. The position is responsible for the identification, cultivation,solicitation, and stewardship of major gifts and planned gift prospects,including new prospective donors. The Advancement Officer will developand implement strategic actions for achieving specific goals as outlined inthe strategic plan. Application Deadline: Open Until Filled.

   AREA LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICES 

Thursday, March 12-Blessed Sacrament
Sunday, March 15-Holy Spirit (4:00 pm)
Thursday, March 19-St Anthony’s
Tuesday, March 24 - Sts. Anne &
Joachim (6:30 pm)  
Thursday, March 26-Nativity
Friday, March 27-St Leo’s Casselton                                           

Sunday, March 29 - Cathedral of  St.
Mary (4:00 pm)
Sunday, March 29 - St. Benedict’s (4:00
pm)
Tuesday, March 31 - Holy Cross
Wednesday, April 1 - St. Paul Newman
Center

** All services are at 7:00pm unless otherwise noted

Retrouvaille: Help for Hurting Marriages
March 13-15, 2026  Fargo, ND

Do you and your spouse have any disconnection in your relationship? You don’t need
to wait until you’re in crisis to take time to reconnect and rediscover one another as
you deepen your love and unity. Instead,  you can work to build the kind of joyful,
connected marriage you have always desired.

Retrouvaille is an international, peer-run program that has helped hundred of
thousands of married couples turn the tide, find new hope, ad reclaim the love that
initially brough them together. Surveys have show that more than 3 out of 4 couples
who complete the entire program have healthier marriages than ever before. The Red
River Retrouvaille program will be held locally on March 13-15, 2026 in Fargo. For
more information, visit HelpOurMarriage.com or contact us at 701-356-7962 or via
email at rretrouvaille@gmail.com

tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Kyle Keller for
more information at 701-373-1008. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 


