
PARISH
INFORMATION
5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104th

701-235-5757
www.stsaaj.org
stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm
     (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)
Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (anticipatory)
Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),
               11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parishioner Sunday Offering:
   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

Visitor Giving:
   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Parish Endowment at
Catholic Development Foundation: 
   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

February 1, 2026  |  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God‌

Mass Schedule

 Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:20 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm
Available by appointment. 

Reconciliation Times

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


Mary German, Administrative Office Specialist
     (701) 235-5757 | mgerman@stsaaj.org

Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor
     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Pat Breen
     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach
     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

STAFF

Fr. Kyle Metzger
     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz
     ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month
     Ryan Modahl
Finance Council: Meets third Monday of each quarter
     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director
Knights of Columbus:
     Kyle Keller, 11930gk@gmail.com 
St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:
     Jim Breen
Parish Nurse Coordinators: 
     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com
     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com
     Please email or text when contacting the Parish Nurses. 

Fr. William Slattery
     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain

Page 2 

Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship
     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music
     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org
Peter O’Donnell, Director of Marriage & Family
     (701) 612-2481 | podonnell@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager
     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org
Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator
     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Pastoral Staff

Ministry Staff

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 
     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm
Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule
a baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. A preparation class is offered the first
Sunday of each month at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you
need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our
parish, please contact the Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about
weddings at Sts. Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one need anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For
emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on
weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city,
please contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ben Seitz to arrange
Holy Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am
Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue
Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal Intention you would like others to remember in
their prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift
up your petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the
office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to Catholicism? Then
OCIA might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program is the
Church’s formal process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each August and
January. Check out www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information on the initiation
cohort starting February 25 .th

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You
can also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

Assisted Listening System
A new wifi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download
the ListenWifi App, connect to the Listen Wifi network, and our feed should populate.

Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is temporarily only available for the Sunday 9:15am Mass. Keep checking in for
updates related to offered masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or
www.stsaaj.org/media/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

Tyler Eastvold, Property Manager 
     (701) 612-2479 | teastvold@stsaaj.org

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of Adult Catechesis
     (701) 612-2474 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


Dear Parish Family,‌

As‌ someone who has the joy of  serving our parish in a leadership role, I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself‌
and share a reflection with you.‌  ‌One of  the great privileges of  my work is witnessing, day after day, the generosity, faith,‌
and quiet dedication of  this parish family.‌  ‌I am grateful to walk alongside you and to serve a parish that so clearly‌
desires to follow Christ.‌

One of  the great joys of  parish life is discovering that everything we have—our faith, our time, our abilities, and even‌
our resources—is a gift from God.‌  ‌Stewardship begins with this simple truth: ‌what we have received in love, we are‌
invited to return in love‌.‌

Stewardship is more than financial support. It is a way of  life rooted in gratitude.‌  ‌When we give back to God, we are‌
not losing something—we are participating in what God is already doing.‌  ‌Generosity becomes a response to grace, not‌
an obligation.‌

In our parish, we invite families to think about stewardship intentionally and prayerfully.‌  ‌A traditional Christian‌
approach is to offer ‌10% of  one’s income back to God‌.‌  ‌Many families choose to divide that gift in the following way:‌
     4% to the parish‌, supporting worship, formation, and daily ministry;‌
     1% to the Diocesan God’s Gift Appeal‌, strengthening the wider Church;‌
     5% to o‌ther ministries or apostolates‌, serving the poor and advancing the mission beyond our parish walls.‌

This is not a rule, but a guide—an invitation to trust God and to grow in generosity over time.‌

Stewardship also extends beyond financial giving. I am deeply grateful to those among you who already give of  your‌
time, talent, and treasure, and who see firsthand how God is expanding the mission and footprint of  our growing parish.‌
Our parish depends on parishioners who offer themselves as volunteers, leaders, mentors, and servants.‌

On the back side of  this insert, you will find information about parish funds, opportunities to serve, and simple steps
for beginning a ‌regular stewardship gift‌.‌  ‌Regular giving—weekly or monthly—helps sustain the mission of  the parish‌
and allows us to plan responsibly for the future.

Thank you for being part of  this parish family.‌  ‌Your presence, your prayer, and your generosity—given freely and‌
joyfully—help make this parish a place where faith is liv‌ed and shared.‌

                                 God Love You,‌

       
                                 Alfred Schwalbe‌
                                 Director of  Operations & Stewardship‌

Sts. Anne & Joachim Catholic Church   |   5202 25  St S,  Fargo,  ND   |   701-235-5757   |   stsaaj.org   |   aschwalbe@stsaaj.orgth



DIRECTING YOUR CONTRIBUTION

Supports the day-to-day mission and operations of  the
parish including liturgy, ministries, staff, Fargo’s St. John
Paul II Catholic Schools, Religious Education, retreats,
and initiatives such as our Marriage and Family ministry.

image: one of  many Holy Baptisms

Sunday Offering 

Provides for ongoing building and facility maintenance,
repairs, and improvements—helping us be good
stewards of  the parish property entrusted to us. 

image: repairing Gathering Space handrail

Improvement Fund

Supports our rapidly growing faith formation program
for young children, rooted in a Montessori approach that
helps children encounter Jesus and the beauty of  the
Catholic faith at an early age.

image: a CGS child praying with the Holy Bible

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Helps fulfill our parish’s responsibility to maintain and
care for Holy Cross South Cemetery, honoring those laid
to rest and providing a dignified, sacred place for prayer
and remembrance.

image: All Souls Day Mass at the cemetery

Cemetery Care Fund

BEGINNING YOUR STEWARDSHIP GIVING

Stewardship
Beyond the Gift:

Time & Talent

Sts. Anne & Joachim Catholic Church   |   5202 25  St S,  Fargo,  ND   |   701-235-5757   |   stsaaj.org   |   aschwalbe@stsaaj.orgth

Offertory Envelopes
Parish offertory envelopes are mailed out
quarterly to all parishioners as a reminder to
give!  This includes all special collections
and works great to place in the basket at
Mass even if  you give electronically.

If  you would like to give via a weekly
envelope but are not receiving one, please
call the parish office.

Online Bank Withdrawal or Credit Card
Our parish uses a service called PushPay for bank withdrawal and
credit card donations.  This service is a safe and secure with
your personal information.  Notifications like successful and
declined transactions go directly to your email inbox. PushPay is
our preferred giving method.

You may sign up by scanning the QR code
or visiting stsaaj.org/online-giving.

Contact Alfred Schwalbe with Questions or Inquiries regarding additional giving options. Information below:

Facilities Volunteering
Assist with cleaning, general
maintenance, and special projects
that help care for our parish
buildings and grounds.

Stewardship includes the gift of our
time and talents; scan the QR code

below to complete the Time &
Talent Stewardship Survey and

discover ways to serve that fit your
season of life.

Welcome Task Force
parishioners as they find their
place in our community.

Religious Education Catechist
Teach classes or lead small
groups, helping children and
youth grow in faith through
prayer, Scripture, and the life of
the Church.

OCIA Sponsors
Walk alongside adults preparing
to enter the Catholic Church by
offering prayer, encouragement,
and friendship throughout their
journey and beyond.



7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
10:30 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10pm
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

Milo Almasol
Richard & Patricia LaHood
+Richard & Margie Perius
Mona Little
+Harry Peterson Family
+Jason Schmidt
+Clayton Drake
+Bob Schauer
+Winnie Savageau
Fisherman and their Families
+Donald Braun
Esperanza Almasol
+Vicki Idovich
Tyler Losinski
+Mike Eberhardt
Parishioners
Jeff & Marissa Duppong 

Mon:

Tues:
 (TM)

Wed:

Thurs:

Fri:

Sat:

Sun:

 

MASS INTENTIONS

MASS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Envelopes
Online Giving
Plate
Total Offertory

$16,635.00
$10,603.10
$2,124.36

$29,362.46

STEWARDSHIP
 January 25, 2026 Contributions
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS CALENDAR: February 7-8

Liturgical
Ministry
Schedule

Proclaimers needed!

Other Liturgical Minister Opportunities

Greeters ensure parishioners and visitors alike feel welcome.

Ushers facilitate the offertory collection and seat the
congregation during full liturgies.

Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion (EHMC)
assist in the distribution of  the Eucharist during Mass.
EMHCs may also assist in homebound and hospital ministry.

Gift Bearers offer the bread and wine to the clergy on behalf
of  the congregation.

Proclaimers share the Word of
God with the congregation by
reading Scripture during Mass
and other liturgies. Through clear
and prayerful proclamation, they
help all present encounter God’s
voice in His Word.

A well-prepared, heartfelt
reading can open hearts, deepen
faith, and inspire reflection long
after Mass ends.

Do you feel called to share God’s

Word? To volunteer and receive
training as a proclaimer, call the
office and ask for Sue!



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

CATECHESIS IN THE
DOMESTIC CHURCH
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Ben Andersen
Linda Beare
Marilyn Birkholz
Nicholas Braun
Rachel Briggs
Faye Cooch
Brandi DesMarais
Paul Dietz
Michael Dullea
Marilyn Gilbertson
Joe Johnson
Jessica Kerzman
Michael Knight

Please pray for our ill parishioners:
Sharon Lange
Marjorie Mathison
Chad Mears
Mary Mears
Pat Meier
Samantha N.
Eugene Nyhof 
Michael Pirmantgen
Mary Kate Rafferty
Donna Sinner
Carol Ann Stadstad
Emilee Stafford
Mary Wangler
Mason Winkelman

If you would like your name added or removed,
please call the parish office.

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

THIS WEEK

Tuesday, February 3
Confessions
KofC Business Meeting

6:30 pm                          Main Church
7:00 pm                          St Michael 

Friday, February 6
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 12:45 pm                       Magnificat Chapel       

Presentation of the Lord

After morning Masses    Social Hall
Sunday, February 8

Coffee and Rolls

Saturday, February 7
First Saturday Devotions
Couples Night Out

after 8:30 am Mass         Main Church
5:00 pm                         Avalon Event Ctr    

Forty days after Christmas the Church
celebrates the Feast of  the Presentation of
the Lord in the Temple, traditionally called
Candlemas. This feast commemorates the day
Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to
the temple in Jerusalem, fulfilling the Jewish
law of  presentation and purification. There, the
holy Simeon proclaimed the Christ Child to be
“a light for revelation to the Gentiles and the
glory of  Your people Israel” (Lk 2: 29-32), a
moment the Church has honored since the
early centuries of  Christian worship.

A traditional custom is the blessing of
candles, which symbolize Christ as the Light of
the World. Families are invited to bring candles
from home to be blessed at our 7am and
12:10pm Masses on February 2!

This week, place a blessed candle in your prayer
space or at your dinner table. Light it before
family prayer and ponder Jesus who said “I am
the Light of  the World”. A few scripture
passages that would be fitting to read and
reflect on would be Luke 2: 22-38 or John 8:12.

May the light of  Christ shine brightly in your
hearts and homes!

HOSPITALITY & WELCOME TASK FORCE

Wednesday, February 4
Ignite the Night 7:30 pm                          Main Church       

Sunday, February 1
Coffee and Rolls
Baptism Class

after morning Masses      Social Hall
1:00pm                           Christ the King

Deacon Ted LeMier, Director of  Adult Catechesis

Home is a place and a feeling, one that is warm, 
welcoming and inviting. I have heard more than 
once that many of  our parishioners feel like 
our parish is their home. It makes perfect 
sense as our original foundation was 
“A Family of  Families”. I have also heard from
folks that we are “that big parish in South Fargo”. 
This is true as well.

It can be difficult to make a “big church” feel small. That is not my own experience.
I was welcomed into the choir before I was Catholic. I was invited into the
Church through the OCIA formation process. I have received the love and warmth
from all of  you in my permanent diaconate ordination. This movement is not
unfamiliar to a family.

Taking time to invite and welcome is part of  the initiative of  the Parish Leadership
Team and of  our staff. But it wasn’t only those in church leadership who made the
time for me, it was in fact a great many of  you. We have all heard the expression- “it
takes a village”. This parish is the village, and it will take all of  us.

I encourage you all to reach out to someone. It may be you are going to coffee
and rolls and sit with someone that is all by themselves. It may be going to Mass and
afterwards asking the name of  someone who sat around you. It may be as simple as
recognizing the parent of  a child who goes to your child’s school and introducing
yourself. Or wherever you meet to make a personal connection with someone new at
the parish. Welcome them in and invite them to be part of  our family of
families, our parish home.

If  you would like to be play a larger role in the parish’s hospitality and new
parishioner welcome initiative, please contact me at tlemier@stsaaj.org. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER
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Sanctifying the Secular
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

Hymns like “O God Beyond All Praising” are
truthfully an insertion into the liturgy-
appropriate of  course for this purpose-and
require discernment to determine their ‘fitness’
for being sung at Mass. Many a soul is stirred
by the powerful melody and words that carry
our praise in this hymn, but it may not always
have been appropriate for use in the liturgy.

“O God Beyond All Praising” originates from
an orchestral suite titled, “The Planets” by
Gustav Holst which was premiered in 1917.
His purpose in writing this was to create mood
music to represent the ‘astrological character’
of  various planets. In 1920, it was probably too
soon to be using a secular melody like this for
a sacred hymn, as the primary context people
would have had to hearing it is external to the
liturgy (i.e., the planet Jupiter, or simply an
orchestral performance of  classical music). So
how does that context change? This is a great
example of  how “the liturgy of  the Church
presupposes, integrates and sanctifies elements
from creation and human culture, conferring
on them the dignity of  signs of  grace, of  the
new creation in Jesus Christ” (CCC 1149) Over
time, we see certain things develop into a
congruent relationship with the liturgy, where
it can become a sign of  God’s presence
attuned to the spirit of  the liturgy. 

At present, there is not a particular law in the
church for making this determination, so it
falls to the bishops, priests and then directors
of  music-nervous gulp-to judge these things
for worship. Easier said than done, and always
worth our careful attention and effort.

Holy Baptism
Congratulations to our recently baptized!

Marianne Elizabeth Wieland
Daughter of Justin & Andrea

January 25, 2026

Holy Matrimony
Congratulations to our recently married!

Thomas & Hannah Jenny
January 23, 2026

Confession times extended
Confessions before the 12:10pm Daily Mass
has been extended, confessions are from
11:20am - 12:00pm.



BULLETIN SPONSORS

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

FT Business Manager-St. Paul’s Newman Center, Fargo

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip SalesSCRIP are gift cards that ANYONE can purchase to use for their everydayshopping needs of gas, groceries, clothing and dining out. These cardsmake great gifts for Christmas, Easter, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings,or any other occasion that you may need a gift card for. Proceeds from the sales benefit Sts. A&J students and JPII Catholic Schools.

To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 formore information. 

Teaching Open Positions

Enroll at St. JPII SchoolsContact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.orgwww.jp2schools.org/admissions/

UPC Codes for JPII SchoolsPlease save the UPC codes from "OUR FAMILY" products from FamilyFare and drop them off in the white box located on the JPII CatholicSchools Wall

St. Paul’s Newman Center in Fargo is currently accepting applications for a FT BusinessManager. The Business Manager supports the mission and operations of St. Paul’s NewmanCenter, Newman Living faith-based housing, and Crux coffee shop. The role oversees allaccounting and administrative functions, including accounts receivable/payable, payroll,human resources paperwork, budget preparation, tax filings and diocesan reporting. Theposition also supports housing operations and supervises the Newman Living propertymanager. Some evening or weekend work maybe required for special projects and events.Candidate must have strong organizational, communication, critical thinking, accounting,and computer skills. Knowledge of Catholic Church structure and practices is required. Thisposition is FT with benefits. Submit cover letter, resume, and three references tofrcheney@bisoncatholic.org Position open until filled.

Substitute Teachers - All LocationsLittle Deacons Substitutes – Holy Spirit Elementary SchoolHead Volleyball Coach – Shanley High School (Fall 2026)
Administrative Open PositionsExecutive Administrative Assistant, President’s Office (1.0 FTE)Candidate will provide a wide variety of complex and confidential supportincluding communicating information on behalf of and as acting as a liaisonfor assigned Administrators with JPII Schools, staff and families, Board ofDirectors, and other internal groups. Confidentiality, professionalism, andefficient and effective organizational skills are essential. Deadline forapplying: Open Until Filled.

Holy Spirit Parish in Fargo ND is looking for a friendly, organized, andupbeat person to join our team as a part-time Parish AdministrativeAssistant (20–25 hours per week). This role is all about hospitality,teamwork, and keeping things running smoothly behind the scenes.You’ll help welcome parishioners, support staff and volunteers, managecalendars and the weekly bulletin, assist with sacramental records, Massintentions, funerals, and weddings, and help share parish life throughcreative social media posts using Canva. If you enjoy working withpeople, juggling a variety of tasks, and serving in a faith-filled, joyfulenvironment, we’d love to hear from you! To apply, please send a coverletter and resume to info@holyspiritfargo.com.

PT Administrative Assistant-Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Fargo

https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org
mailto:frcheney@bisoncatholic.org
mailto:info@holyspiritfargo.com


 Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

New Business
Coming Soon!

701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

 

Contact Kyle Keller for
more information at 701-373-1008. 

JOIN US! 



ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 

New Business
Coming Soon!

New Business
Coming Soon!


