
Parishioner Sunday Offering:
   www.bit.ly/parishgiving25

5202 25  St. S., Fargo, ND 58104th

701-235-5757
www.stsaaj.org
stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Visitor Giving:
   www.bit.ly/visitorgift25

Visitors Parishioners

Monday-Friday: 7:00 am and 12:10 pm
     (Friday 7:00 am in Magnificat Chapel)
Saturday: 8:30 am and 5:00 pm (Anticipatory)
Sunday: 7:45 am, 9:15 am (incense),
               11:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Parish Endowment at
Catholic Development Foundation: 
   www.bit.ly/cdfendowments

STEWARDSHIP

September 28, 2025  |  26  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

Sts. Anne & Joachim
Catholic Church

Teach the Truth, Serve the Poor, Worship God‌

Mass Schedule

 Mon-Fri: 6:30 - 6:55 am, 11:30 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday: 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 - 8:25 am and 4:00 - 4:50 pm
Available by appointment. 

Reconciliation Times

PARISH
INFORMATION

https://bit.ly/cdfendowments


NEW HIRE COMING SOON, Parish Office Specialist
     (701) 235-5757 | stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Fr. Luke Meyer, Pastor
     (701) 612-2472 | luke.meyer@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Michael Dodge
     michael.dodge@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Pat Breen
     pat.breen@fargodiocese.org

Sue Ripplinger, Sacramental Prep & Parish Outreach
     (701) 612-2478 | sripplinger@stsaaj.org

STAFF

Fr. Kyle Metzger
     Shanley Principal & Diocesan Vocation Director 

Fr. Joseph Littlefield, Parochial Vicar
     (701) 612-2473 | joseph.littlefield@fargodiocese.org

Deacon Ben Seitz, Director of Evangelization
     (701) 612-2474 | ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org

Pastoral Council: Meets first Tuesday every other month
     Ryan Modahl
Finance Council: Meets third Monday of each quarter
     Doug Restemayer, Lay Director
Knights of Columbus:
     Kyle Keller, 11930gk@gmail.com 
St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:
     Jim Breen
Parish Nurse Coordinators: 
     Becca Wahlen Lester, RN, bexwhalen@gmail.com
     Rachael Wahlen, RN, wahlen58@gmail.com
     Please email or text when contacting the Parish Nurses. 

Fr. William Slattery
     Shanley & Sacred Heart Chaplain
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Alfred Schwalbe, Director of Operations & Stewardship
     (701) 936-8822 | aschwalbe@stsaaj.org

Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis
     (701) 612-2476 | sbofferding@stsaaj.org
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music
     (701) 612-2477 | pmcguire@stsaaj.org

VACANT, Director of Marriage & Family
     (701) 235-5757 | stsaaj@stsaaj.org

Jenn Hulstein, Business Manager
     (701) 612-2475 | jhulstein@stsaaj.org

Connie Savageau, Events Coordinator
     (701) 951-2470 | csavageau@stsaaj.org

Clergy

Ministry Staff

Business Staff
Emily Dietz, Marketing Coordinator 
     (701) 612-2480 | edietz@stsaaj.org

Ted LeMier, Property Manager
     (701) 612-2479 | tlemier@stsaaj.org

Parish Leadership

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm
Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays during any Mass, or at 10:30 am or 12:15 pm. To schedule a
baptism, contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. A preparation class is offered the first Sunday of
each month at 1:00 pm in the Christ the King room. Please contact the parish if you need to attend.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
If you are engaged or would like to learn more about the sacrament of holy matrimony at our parish,
please contact the Sue Ripplinger, our wedding coordinator. Information about weddings at Sts.
Anne and Joachim can be found online here: www.bit.ly/catholicwedding 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
If you or a loved one need anointing, please contact Sue Ripplinger in the parish office. For
emergencies at Essentia Hospital, call the Essentia chaplain during the day; at night and on
weekends, call the Rectory emergency line at (701) 612-2482. For other hospitals in the city, please
contact their chaplain for the quickest response.

Homebound Ministry
If you are homebound and unable to attend Mass, please contact Deacon Ben Seitz to arrange Holy
Communion visits to the home.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is offered at the parish from 7:30am Monday until 7:00am
Friday. If you are interested in being assigned an hour for adoration, please contact Sue Ripplinger.

Prayer Requests
Have a friend, family member, or personal Intention you would like others to remember in their
prayers? Send an email to prayers@stsaaj.org for dedicated members of our parish to lift up your
petition together. To join the prayer group, you may also send an email or contact the office.

Ill parishioners are listed on page 4. To be added to this public list, contact the parish office.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Or are you considering converting to Catholicism? Then OCIA
might be for you!  The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) program is the Church’s formal
process into the Catholic Faith. OCIA class sessions begin each August and January. Check out
www.bit.ly/becomecatholichere for information on the January 2026 initiation session.

Join Our Parish
Looking for a spiritual home? We’d love to welcome you into our parish family! Stop by the
Welcome Table in the Gathering Space after any Sunday Mass to learn more and register. You can
also join by calling the parish office or visiting us during the week.

We Are Hiring!
Sts. Anne and Joachim Catholic Church is seeking a Director of Marriage &
Family, and Property Manager to join the parish staff team.

Job descriptions can be found on page 4 or visit bit.ly/STSAAJcareers.
Scan the QR code to learn more or speak with Fr. Luke Meyer or Alfred Schwalbe. 

Assisted Listening System
A new wifi based assisted listening system is available for use in the main church. Download the
ListenWifi App, connect to the Listen Wifi network, and our feed should populate.

UPDATED Livestream Mass Available
Livestream is now available for the Sunday 9:15am, Wednesday 7:00am and 12:10pm, and Saturday
8:30am Masses. Find them on Facebook, YouTube, or www.stsaaj.org/media/livestream.

PARISH LIFE

https://stsaaj.org/media/livestream/


STEWARDSHIP

7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
7:00 am
12:10 pm
8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:45 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm

NO MASS
NO MASS
NO MASS
NO MASS
NO MASS
NO MASS
+Bonnie & Mel Reierson
+Ralph Lauer
Fishermen & their Families
Vern & Sharon Solum
Grace & Ryan Brandt
Madison Talkington
+Kale Olson
+Winne Savageau
Parishioners
+Raymond Meyer

Mon:

Tues:

Wed:
  
Thurs:
 
Fri:
 
Sat: 
 
Sun:
 

MASS INTENTIONS

Envelopes
Online Giving
Plate
Total Offertory

$10,977.00
$10,972.47
$2,285.70

$24,235.17

 September 21, 2025 Contributions

It’s our parish’s annual fundraiser featuring food, games, raffles, and
silent auctions. Proceeds will go toward new social hall chairs!

How you can help!‌

More information‌

MASS VOLUNTEERS

Liturgical
Ministry
Schedule
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Greeters needed!

Greeters offer a friendly, welcoming
presence, serving as the first point of
contact for mass-goers. They also
direct attendees and distribute bulletins
after. Could you see yourself as a
greeter? Call the office and talk to Sue!

SPECIAL EVENT

Sunday, November 9   4:00- 7:00pm

What is the Fall Festival?‌

We are looking for Team Members to coordinate the Silent Auction.
It includes planning and creating baskets, organizing volunteers, and
conducting the Silent Auction!

We also need each parishioner’s assistance in donating bulk
candy, canned goods, and completed & themed auction baskets! 

Visit the Fall Festival website at https://bit.ly/stsaajfallfest.

FALL FESTIVAL
Sts. Anne & Joachim Catholic Church’s

Buy raffle tickets for a
chance to win cash prizes
up to $8,000! Tickets
available in the parish
office for $100 each.

Raffle tickets available now!‌



PRAY FOR OUR
ILL PARISHIONERS

PARISH CATECHESIS

Director of Marriage & Family
The Director of Marriage and Family leads our parish’s relationship ministry, coordinating
volunteers and the Relationship Ministry Task Force to support Christ-centered marriages. Key
duties include planning outreach events, developing ongoing engagement and formation
opportunities, and tracking ministry outcomes. Candidates should bring leadership skills,
volunteer coordination experience, and a passion for strengthening marriages in faith.

Administrative Office Specialist
The Administrative Office Specialist provides essential support for the daily operations of the
parish office, assisting priests and staff while managing communications, records, and databases.
Key responsibilities include handling correspondence, maintaining parish and donor records,
supporting sacramental recordkeeping, and coordinating office logistics. Candidates should be
detail-oriented, organized, proficient in Microsoft Office, and have prior administrative
experience; database experience is preferred.

We have one final opportunity to sign up for
Level I CGS this year.  This class, designed for
children ages 3–6, will be offered on
Wednesdays from 10:45 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.

Don’t miss this chance for
your child to encounter the
Good Shepherd in this
Montessori approach to
faith formation.
Scan the QR code or visit
https://stsaaj.org/truth/religious-
education/catechesis-of-the-good-shepherd/
to register.
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Ben Andersen
Linda Beare
Marilyn Birkholz
Nicholas Braun
Rachel Briggs
Faye Cooch
Brandi DesMarais
Paul Dietz
Michael Dullea
Marilyn Gilbertson
Joe Johnson
Jessica Kerzman
Michael Knight

 

Please pray for our ill parishioners:

John Koerselman
Sharon Lange
Marjorie Mathison
Chad Mears
Mary Mears
Pat Meier
Samantha N.
Michael Pirmantgen
Donna Sinner
Carol Ann Stadstad
Mary Wangler
Mason Winkelman 

If you would like your name added or removed,
please call the parish office.

Last Chance to Register for
Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd!
Sarah Bofferding, Director of Catechesis

THIS WEEK

Property Manager
A note on this position: Ted LeMier is moving into a ministry role at the parish when a suitable replacement is
found. Have no fear, Ted LeMier is still here!

The Property Manager cares for parish facilities and grounds by overseeing custodial needs, event
setup, routine maintenance, and coordination with contractors to ensure a safe, clean, and
welcoming environment. The role also works with parish volunteers to support facility needs.
Candidates should have experience in maintenance or custodial work, knowledge of building
systems, and strong organizational and communication skills.

To Apply
To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume, and references to
aschwalbe@stsaaj.org. Interested individuals may inquire at the same email
or speak with Fr. Luke Meyer and Alfred Schwalbe.

Visit bit.ly/STSAAJcareers for more information.

PARISH CAREERS

American Heritage Girls Monthly Meeting Social Hall
Thursday, October 2

Coffee & Donuts after mass Social Hall
Sunday, October 5

Monday, September 29
NO MASS & CONFESSION

Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet 12:45 pm Magnificat Chapel
Friday, October 3

Coffee & Donuts after mass Social Hall
Sunday, September 28

First Saturday Devotion 9:00 am Main Church
Saturday, October 4

Wednesday, October 1
NO MASS & CONFESSION
Ignite the Night 7:30 pm Main Church

No Longer

Accepting Applications

Tuesday, September 30
NO MASS & CONFESSION

Walking with Purpose Coffee Connect 6:00 pm Social Hall
Benton Schmidt Organ Recital 7:00 pm Main Church



McCHOIR’S
MUSIC CORNER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Our world moves so fast! Whether it be our
transportation from one place to another, or
microwaveable meals, or even buying a book
on a Kindle and getting to read it right away—
we are so spoiled with how easily things can
come to us/we can get to other things. As a
result of that in our society, we tend to be
impatient in little ways that we may not notice:
have you ever stopped to pray with the text
you sing at Mass? Be it in a hymn, a psalm, or
even the texts we sing every week in the
Ordinary, like the Glory to God, or Lamb of
God?

I find that taking some time before Mass to
familiarize myself with some of the words I am
going to sing during worship is a really helpful
way to deepen my experience of communal
prayer. In a similar vein to reading the scripture
from the Liturgy of the Word in advance, the
sung portions of the Mass offer some great
passages for reflection and prayer as well! As I
prayed a little bit with some of the texts this
week, the final verse of the communion hymn
stood out to me: “And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long, Shall far outpass
the power of human telling; For none can
guess its grace, till love create a place Wherein
the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.” If I were to
summarize (and over-simplify) that in non-
poetic language, it means, ‘our hearts are
restless Lord, until they rest in you.’ (St.
Augustine of Hippo, from “Confessions”).

Read What You Sing
Patrick McGuire, Director of Music

UPCOMING EVENTS

Presbyterate Days - Priests Unavailable

Due to the annual continuing education
event for Fargo Diocese priests known as
presbyterate days, Mass and Confession
schedule has changed. All masses are
cancelled Monday-Wednesday.
Confessions are ONLY offered 7:30pm
on Wednesday at Ignite the Night.

Holy Matrimony

Congratulations to our recently married!

Landon & Madison Overbo
September 20, 2025



BULLETIN BROUGHT TO YOU BY OUR SPONSORS - THANK YOU!

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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Scrip SalesScrip Sales for the school year will begin after all weekend Masses onOctober 4  & 5 ,  18  &19   with the exception of the Sunday 7pm Mass.The card sales will be held in the gathering space. Our gift cards makegreat gifts for any occasion. You may also continue to purchase JPIICatholic Schools SCRIP Gift cards at Hurley’s Religious Goods on SouthUniversity, Monday through Friday 9am - 5pm and Saturdays 9am - 1pm.
th th th th

 To apply visit www.jp2schools.org/careers/ or call 701-893-3231 formore information. 

Teaching Positions for Fall 2025English Language Arts Teacher - Sacred Heart Middle School Substitute Teachers - All Locations
Other Positions for Fall 2025Advancement Officer - St. JPII Catholic SchoolsAssistant Cook - Shanley High School/Sacred Heart Middle School Head Girls Softball Coach - Shanley High School

Enroll at St. JPII SchoolsContact Lori Hager in the Office of Admissions. 701-893-3271 | lori.hager@jp2schools.orgwww.jp2schools.org/admissions/

Undone: Freedom for the Feminie Heart Retreat
November 20-22, 2025

Ladies, do you desire to live in greater freedom? Are you longing for
an authentic encounter with your true feminine identity? Join us for
the Undone Women’s Conference where you will experience a
weekend of truth, beauty and transformation, as the knots of Eve’s
disobedience are “undone” through Mary’s model of radical
receptivity. Presented by the John Paul II Healing Center, this is a
weekend you won’t want to miss!
This event is being offered in person OR virtually via livestream!
Find for more information at www.fargodiocese.org/undone 

Holy Hour for Life - Respect Life Sunday
October 5, 2025

Bishop Folda invites all the faithful of the diocese to join him in a
Mass and Holy Hour for Life on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 5. It will
be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fargo. There will be Mass at noon
followed by a Holy Hour for Life starting at approximately 1:15pm.

October 5, 2025
Bishop Folda invites all the faithful of the diocese to join him in a
Mass and Holy Hour for Life on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 5. It will
be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fargo. There will be Mass at noon
followed by a Holy Hour for Life starting at approximately 1:15pm

Parish Musicians Workshop
October 24-25, 2025, St. Paul’s Newman Center

“Salvation through Song: Meeting the Mystery of God in Music.”
Keynote Speaker: Christopher Carstens.
Includes time for prayer and Mass, music rehearsal, singing in choir for
Mass, breakout sessions. For more information and to register by
October 17  go to www.fargodiocese.org/sacredmusicth

$50 registration: includes food and materials. Students are free.

Local Parish Fall Festivals / Bazaars
Listed in case you want to patron other Catholic parish’s fall fundraisers!
https://fargodiocese.net/news/fall-parish-events

Sunday, October 26
Holy Spirit Catholic Church’s annual Fall Festival. 10am - 1:30pm
turkey dinner, kids games, bingo, bake sale, silent auction, raffle for $1,000

All October Weekends
Holy Cross Catholic Church’s Oktoberfest. 10am - 1:30pm
changing dinner, kids games, bingo, bake sale, silent auction, raffle

Sunday, September 28
St. Anthony Catholic Church Fall Bazaar. 10am - 1pm
turkey dinner, kids games, bake sale, maker’s market, book sale, silent auction

Job Openings at Fargo Diocese
FT Communications Assistant/Assistant Editor for New Earth
PT Formation Assistant for the Office of Youth Discipleship

More information at https://fargodiocese.net/jobopenings

https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
tel:701-893-3271
mailto:lori.hager@jp2schools.org
http://www.fargodiocese.org/undone
http://www.fargodiocese.org/undone
http://www.fargodiocese.org/undone
http://www.fargodiocese.org/undone
http://www.fargodiocese.org/undone
http://www.fargodiocese.org/sacredmusic


701-293-0733 

701-356-6700
1555 43rd Street S
Fargo, ND 58103
www.fetzerfamilychiropractic.com 

Member SIPC 

  Advertising in our bulletin pays off… 
Small ads - $300.00 (year) 
Large ads - $600.00 (year) 

To advertise in our bulletin, 
contact stsaaj@stsaaj.org or 701-235-5757. 

Contact Kyle Keller for
more information at 701-373-1008. 

JOIN US! 
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ROSE MANAGEMENT 
Spacious and affordable apartment

homes. Choice of amenities and 
locations in the FM area. 

Call Today! 
701-371-1030
701-237-6840 

LarryGeffre, CRL
Owner 

THE LOCKSHOP
 

Prompt Service
(701)-235-6645

CARSOPENED٠ CARD ACCESS ٠ 
MASTER KEYING 

24HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE 

Bison Center 
1404 33rd St SW 
Fargo, ND 58103 Bonded 
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